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ADVERTISEMENT. 


F* HE Editor of this Tranſlation flatters 
himſelf, that it will fix the attention, 
and be honoured with the approbation of the 
Engliſh Reader. A great reward was of- 
fered in Holland for the diſcovery of the 
Author of the Dutch original ; a fa& which 
proves that it muſt be an intereſting object 
to the political world. Its contents may, 
indeed, be honeſtly recommended to the 
peruſal of our countrymen, on account, both 
of its narrative, and argument. The pam- 
phlet ſeems to have been written by | 
a very zealous, but by a very ingenuous 
Republican :—it ſeems to have been written 
for uſe, not for ſhow. Here is nothing 
ſeducing, declamatory, florid, —the whole 
tenor of the treatiſe is, at once, ſimple, and 
important. Its hiſtorical and expoſtulatory 
parts 
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ſalutary warnings to this iſland, if they 


come not too late to be ſeaſonable. They 
ſhew by what means, how by a gradual, but 
certain and fatal progreſs, the moſt equita- 
ble, the beſt political inſtitutions, are ſap- 
ped and deſtroyed; from that inordinate 
love of power which riots in the human 
heart, and which, therefore, rages with a 
particular violence in the breaſt of the So- 
vereign of a ſtate. In reading this pamphlet, 
we are reminded, at this melancholy and 
humiliating period, of a very different criſis; 
— of that memorable event, the Revolution. 
We are reminded of the propriety of the 
two titles which Voltaire applied to our 
William the Third : he was called by that 
Hiſtorian, the King of Holland, and the 
Stadtholder of England. Would to God that 
the political ſpirſt of the latter title were 
as applicable now in England, as that of 
the former is yet in Holland! Kings 
would form ſimilar wiſhes ; if Kings could 
diſtinguiſh true, from falſe, glory. 


AN 


AN 
A DD R 8 8 
TO THE | 


PEOPLE of the NETHERLANDS, 


WorTHy FELLow CIT1ZENS |! 


F you knew me, the Author of this Ad- 

. dreſs, my political principles and par- 
ticular circumſtances, I ſhould think it 
unneceſſary to aſſure you, that I neither ſeek 
fortune nor titles ; that I never held any place, 
nor deſire to hold one; that I am, therefore, 
perfectly independent, and conſequently in- 
titled to your credit, when I publicly con- 
feſs toggou, as I do before Almighty God, 
that I have no motive for addreſſing you, 
but an utter abhorrence of the ſcandalous- 
manner in which you are betrayed, and ſold ; 
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and an anxious deſire of making another at- 
tempt, before it is too late, to ſave yon, and 
to ſave us all, from total ruin. 


It is not, my worthy fellow citizens, it is 


not only of late, that you have been deceived 


and miſled ; no! you have been almoſt theſe 
two centuries, objects of the ambition of 


different perſons, who under the pretext of 


watching over your liberttes and your in- 
tereſts, as ſure as there is a God, to whom 
I muſt one day give an account of this ad- 
dreſs, have had nothing in view, but to rivet 
on the necks of a free people a hereditary 
yoke. 


Permit me therefore to repreſent to you, 
from the Hiſtory of our Country, not in 
the common manner of hired ſcribblers, or 


ignorant and prejudiced perfons, but -as 


things have really happened; and to acquaint 
you in a few words, and in a fimple and in- 
telligible ſtyle, with our true ſituation ; and 
to inform you what machinations have long 
been operating againſt our States; and, in 
general, againſt the Inhabitants of the Ne- 
therlands, 


Ever 


134 1 


Ne de the ene 


vinces have been inhabited by ſeveral brave 
and free nations. The Batavians are the 
eldeſt among them, of whom hiſtory fur- 
niſhes us with accounts. They were ſenſible 
of the value of liberty, and knew the right 
and only means to preſerve it. They never 
ſuffered themſelves to be governed by perſons 
who arbitrarily choſe themſelves, or were 
choſen by another; who conſequently never 
depended on them, who gave them no ac- 
count of their tranſactions, and over whom, 
in caſe of miſdemeanor, they had no power. 
—No! they kept the helm of government 
in their own hands. The great intereſts of 
the community they decided, themſelves, in 
their general afſemblies, where the whole 
nation appeared in arms, and where the 
voice of every Batavian was of equal weight. 
When they went to war, of which they were 
great maſters, they choſe their commander 
from among the braveſt, the wiſeſt and the 


moſt virtuous of their countrymen. They 


never called in any foreign chieftains for 
their leaders, who ſerve but for intereſt ; 


and are generally too powerful to be brought 


to proper puniſhment, when they have been 
B 2 guilty 
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14 
guilty of miſdemeanors. If a chief, thus 
choſen, did his duty, they continued him in 
his office; if he was not qualified for it, they 

diſmiſſed him; and if he had betrayed his 
country, or endeavoured either by domeſtick 
or foreign aſſiſtance, to aggrandize his family 
and to make himſelf ſovereign ;—I need not 

tell you what would have been the reſentment 
of the Batavians on ſuch an occaſion, 


Beſides the Batavians, theſe provinces were 
alſo inhabited by other brave nations, among 
whom the Friezlanders were in great repu- 
tation. | 


About the year 277, after the birth of our 
Saviour, the Franks (a nation originating 
from Germany, and who afterwards ſettled 
in that great and fruitful country, which to 
this day is called France) conquered theſe 
and the neighbouring provinces, and ap- 


pointed governors over them, who were 


then called Dukes or Earls. 


The places of thoſe Dukes and Earls, 
which they held at firſt during their 
lives, or perhaps only for a certain number 

* 


(31 
of years, became in time, hereditary” (as it 
generally happens when places of great im- 
portance remain long in the ſame family, and 
are ſuffered to deſcend from the father to the 
ſon) and inſtead of continuing fimple go- 
vernors, theſe Dukes and Earls became ab- 
ſolute maſters of theſe provinces, and inter- 
married ſo long that all theſe provinces, 
excepting only thoſe of Guelderland and 
Utrecht, fell, by inheritance, under the 
power of the emperor Charles V. who then 
took the above two, by force, and thus was 
maſter of all the ſeventeen provinces of the 
Netherlands, and which he, either from be- 
ing tired of reigning, or for other reaſons, 
ceded in the year 1555, to his fon Philip, 
afterwards King of Spain. 


But, do not imagine, my dear country- 
men, that theſe Dukes and Earls, though 
their power had greatly increaſed from time 
to time, as is generally the caſe, do not ima- 
gine, that they could govern theſe provinces 
according to their own pleaſure. No! They 

| had leſs power than our Princes of Orange 
have at preſent, though the latter have only 
: the title of Stadtholder. They had indeed 
: + 5 the 
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121 
the ambition, common to all princes, to 
augment their power, to play the maſter, 
in ſhort, to make themſelves abſolute ſo- 
vereigus; but our brave anceſtors checked 
and ſubdued their exorbitant deſire of power. 


The aſſemblies of the people, or of the 
whole nation, were indeed at that time no 
longer holden in the fame manner in which 
they had been held formerly among the Ba- 
tavians, and as is ſtill cuſtomary in ſeveral 
places in Swiſſerland, where the landholders, 
burghers, and peaſants, in ſhort, high and 
low, rich and poor, who conſtitute the na- 
tion, meet, in order to govern by themſelves. 
This was not neceſſary; not only becauſe it 
is impoſſible to digeſt the affairs of a country 
in ſuch great aſſemblies of all claſſes of men, 
where generally great confuſion prevails, 
with the neceſſary moderation and wiſdom ; 
but alſo becauſe the people could not neglect 
their own affairs, to meet at the ſtated and ne- 
ceſſary times. Our nation had, however, 
every where their truſty friends and repre- 
ſentatives, Who carefully watched over the 
welfare of their country, who fixed the ſums 
to be levied upon the nation for the ſervice of 

. the 


1 
the Prince, and who took care that thoſe 
ſums were properly applied. In moſt of our 
cities, companies were eſtabliſhed of armed 
and aſſociated tradeſmen, of ſworn com- 
moners or other honeſt men, Who kept a 
watchful eye on the tranſactions of govern- 
ment; and who, in ſeveral places, choſe 
their own magiſtrates. In other places, even 
the boors had a ſhare in the government, as 
is ſtil cuſtomary in Drenthe, Groeningen, 
and Frieſland, which undoubted was equita- 
ble; as they are inhabitants of the country, 
and are obliged to furniſh their proportion 
for the ſupport of government. The land- 
holders, at that time, were conftantly armed, 
and were in general a more warlike people 
than we are at preſent. The Princes of this 
country at firſt had no ſoldiers in their ſer- 
vice; afterwards but very few; and conſe- 
quently could not ſubdue the country, as is 
practicable to our Princes of Orange when 
ever they pleaſe, and as they have done 
more than once. They likewiſe had not fo 
many honorary, lucrative and for the moſt 
part, unneceſſary places at their diſpoſal as 
our Princes have, and therefore they could 
not ſo eaſily bring into their dependence a 
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noblemen, or other worthleſs perſons, who 


in all aſſemblies of the States, where the moſt 
momentous affairs of the nation are digeſted 
and determined, are always ready to vote 
agreeably to the inclination of their patrons, 
though it ſhould be directly contrary to the 


welfare and proſperity of the country. 


. Our forefathers were very careful on all 
occaſions, to ſtipulate ſeveral prerogatives 


for themſelves, the exerciſe of which they 


always had ſecured to them by an oath from 
the Prince, on his acceſſion to power. They 
always took care, for inſtance, that no fo- 
reigner ſhould be obtruded on any of the 
offices of government. They were con- 
ſtantly on their guard, that the Princeſhould 
lay no taxes or burthens upon them, with- 
out the free conſent of themſelves, or their 
repreſentatives. They never ſuffered the 
Prince, at his own pleaſure, to make peace 
or war, or to place garriſons wherever he 
pleaſed, for the augmentation of his power. 
They had already acquired ſo much political 
knowledge, and were ſo ſenſible what baleful 


influence intermarriages with foreign families 


might 


£© 


ti 


L 9:1]: 

might produce, that they ſtipulated in the 
year 1477, with Maria, Counteſs of Bur- 
gundy, that ſhe ſhould not marry without 
the conſent of the States of the country, 
who depended, at that time, intirely on the 
people, that is, on the landholders ; but 
not in the leaſt on the Prince, as our preſent 
rulers are ſubject to our Stadtholders, the 
Princes of Orange. | 


But to return to my former ſubjet—The 
above-mentioned Philip, King of Spain and 
maſter of our country, was an ambitious 
Prince, who like his father and his other 
anceſtors, had deprived his ſubjects in Spain 
and his other dominions, of their liberties 
and privileges, and now intended to intro- 
duce ſlavery into our Netherlands. He could 
not brook the idea, that he, who ruled ar- 
bitrarily in all his other hereditary countries, 
ſhould not be the deſpot of Holland. 


The firſt meaſure he adopted, was to raiſe 

a powerful army, a plan which his father had 
already begun, He likewiſe ſent foreign 
troops among us, as he could better depend 
upon them than upon the national forces, 
C which 


| [126] 
which however had already become hoſtile to 
our liberties, - - 


He intruſted the management of affairs 
to foreigners, who, as the worthy ma- 
giſtrates of Amſterdam very juſtly obſerve, 
cannot be conſidered as perſons that have a 
Sufficient knowledge of our form of government, 
or ANY INCLINATION ar heart to afſert the 
intereſt of our country. And in order to ex- 


tend his power, and to ſtrip the people of 


one of their moſt eſſential privileges, viz. 
that none ſhould be judged but by his own law- 
ful judge, he iſſued the moſt abominable 
edicts againſt thoſe who embraced the re- 
formed religion, and eſtabliſhed the Court 
of Inquifition ; which, without any regard 
to perſons, rights, or privileges, was to in- 
force his laws by tormenting, hanging, or 
burning thoſe conſcientious and brave men, 
who were determined only to relinquiſh with 
life, their civil and ſpiritual freedom. 


You mult know, my worthy countrymen, 
that the Roman Catholick religion was at 
that time the only one that prevailed in our 
country, and almoſt all over Europe. In 


Swit- 


"SY 
Switzerland, Germany, France, and other 
parts, a great number of people had lately 
abandoned that religion; and this began 
likewiſe to be the caſe in theſe provinces; 
in the reign of the Emperor, Charles V. 
King Philip, that ſly fox, thought he now 
had a favourable opportunity to deprive the 
whole nation at once, under the pretext of a 
religious zeal for the old faith, of their moſt 
eſſential rights and privileges. But the peo- 
ple ſoon perceived his deſigns, and the Ro- 
man Catholicks-as well as the Proteſtants, 
who at that time were but a ſmall and weak 
ſociety, but who were ſoon after joined by 
great numbers, united like brethren, to re- 
pel the common danger. They formed a 
league among themſelves, and engaged to 
protect each other in their rights and privi- 
leges, and in the free exerciſe of their ſeve- 
ral religious perſuaſions; and forthwith took 
arms againſt the common and formidable 
enemy of our nation. | 


Among ſeveral noblemen, there were at 
that time, three very powerful Hollanders, 
viz. William I. Prince of Orange, a Ger- 
man, but who had very conſiderable eſtates 
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1 
in this country, and conſequently was ma- 
terially concerned in its welfare and proſpe- 
rity; and the Earls of Egmond and Hoorn, 
both of the Netherlands. Theſe three No- 
blemen were the moſt hated by the King, 
on account of their attempts to remove from 


the management of affairs, the ſeveral fo- 
. reigners, and eſpecially the Cardinal Gran-- | 


vella, who had the King's ear, and an un- 
bounded influence on his mind. 


As the worthy magiſtrates of Amſterdam, 
in the preſent times of public calamity, have 
fncerely and ingenuouſly warned our Prince 


of Orange, that our country was daily verg- 


ing towards its ruin, and that he himſelf 
would one day become the object of univerſal 
hatred, if he continued to liſten to the ſug- 
geſtions and councils of the Duke, a fo- 
reigner, univerſally hated by all ranks of the 
people, and who is generally conſidered as 
the cauſe of all our preſent misfortunes ;—in 
the ſame manner did theſe three noblemen 
adviſe King Philip, in a letter:“ That 
they had long been filent, for fear of diſ- 
*« pleaſing his Majeſty, but that they could 


4 no longer conceal their apprehenſions, 
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without expoſing theſe provinces to un- 
avoidable ruin. That a general diſcon- 
tent prevailed among the landholders, be- 
cauſe the whole weight of government 
was in the hands of the Cardinal Gran- 
vella; which diſcontent, his Majeſty 
would not be able to remove, as long as 
the Cardinal remained in office. That 
the whole nation was diſſatisfied with 
that ſtateſman, who alone muſt be con- 
fidered as the cauſe why the King's affairs 
were not in greater proſperity : That they 
therefore took the liberty to ſubmit it to 
his Majeſty, whether it would not be 
more eligible to ſatisfy the wiſhes of his 
principal ſubjects, and of the whole na- 
tion, than only to gratify Granvella.””— 


The King replied, That he was fully per- 


cc 


«c 


«c 


«ce 


ſuaded of their zeal for his ſervice ; that 
he intended ſoon to be in Holland him- 
ſelf, to examine the ſtate of affairs; but 
that in the mean time he ſhould be glad 


* if they would come to Spain, to inform 


him more particularly of the obliquities 
of his miniſter, as their letter contained 
only general accuſations; and that it was 
not his cuſtom to difmiſs any of his ſer- 

«© vants 


I as} 


« vants without a thorough knowledge of 
„ the complaints made againſt them.” 


Theſe noblemen, ſays the hiſtorian Wa- 
genaar, from whom I have literally tranſerib- 
ed the above paragraph, were much diſpleaſed 
on the receipt of this letter. They thought 
it ſtrange that they ſhould be defired to take 
a journey to Spain merely to accuſe one man, 
and-therefore anſwered the King's letter in 
the following manner: That they highly 
«« approved his Majeſty's intention not to 
« diſmiſs any of his ſervants without proper 
* cauſe, and begged leave to obſerve, that 
* what they had mentioned concerning the 
% Cardinal, could not be conſtrued into an 
e accuſation, but rather their honeſt advice; 
by following which he might be freed 
* from an embarraſſment, in which he could 
„ not much longer be involved, without 


great ſubſequent diſturbances and con- 


« fuſion :—That they had not entered into 
% any particulars concerning him, as the 
« general diſcontent in the nation ſhewed 
« ſufficiently of how little ſervice his pre- 
* ſence, his authority and government could 
ebe to this country, That they would not 

| « ſtand 
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c ſtand forth as- his accuſers, or for mally 
« impeach him; but as loyal vaſſals (or 
«. ſubjects) they had only acquainted the 
« King with a very important fact, and had 
“ hoped that their characters would have 


« been a ſufficient pledge for the truth of 
« what they aſſerted.” 


The King, far from ſhewing theſe noble- 
men any return of gratitude for this mark of 
affection and zeal for his true intereſt, fell 
into a rage. He would not part with his 
adviſer, his Achitophel, who had ſo power- 
fully aſſiſted him in the oppreſſion of theſe 
free countries. He endeavoured to ſupport 
him in ſpite of the nation, juſt as now our 
Prince ſupports the Duke. But the party 
againſt Granvella grew too ſtrong. Many 
other noblemen joined the above-mentioned 
Lords—They formed an aſſociation, The 
States General, not actuated, as at preſent, 
by the ſoul of an Engliſh-hearted Stadthold- 
er, but animated by the ſpirit of liberty, 
ſupported theſe patriotick exertions. They 
refuſed to meet and to hear any propoſals, 
where this deteſted foreigner was to be pre- 
ſent. At laſt matters came to ſuch a criſis, 


that 
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that the Cardinal found his life in danger, 
and the King was under a neceſſity of order- 
ing him out of the country. He did ſo, yet 
meditated vengeance. Four years after he 
ſent hither the Duke of Alba, with a Spaniſh 
army. Egmond and Hoorn ſuffered themſelves 
to be enticed to Bruſſels, where Alba had 
them beheaded, together with many other 
patriots. William the Firſt was wiſer. He 
kept out of his reach, and ſeeing that there 


was no pardon or reconciliation for him, he 


abſolutely eſpouſed the cauſe of our oppreſſed 


nation, and did it very important ſervices. 


He was a prudent, gallant, amiable, noble- 
hearted, and generous-minded Prince. He 
abhorred all religious perſecution, and wiſhed 
that the promiſes made to the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, had been regarded. 2 60 


Do not however think, my countrymen, 
that this Prince did all theſe ſignal ſervices 


to our country, in which he was a foreigner, 


merely from generoſity, or for nothing. In 
1584, he had ſo far raiſed his influence, that 
he was declared Count of Holland ; which 
dignity might have been hereditary for him 
and his family, had not he been treacherouſly 
murdered 


T8 1 


murdered by a Spaniard, who was bribed to 
commit the aſſaſſination. Very little, that 
is, nothing but the taking of the oaths of 
allegiance, was now wanting, which was 
chiefly oppoſed. by the ſignal love of liberty, 
ever prevailing at Amſterdam ; the gover- 
nours of that city inſiſting, that they could 
not take ſo important a ſtep, before the 
burghers or companies had been conſulted 
upon the ſubject. Prince William was much 
offended with their ſteddineſs ; for he would 
not have the burghers or companies any more 
conſulted on publick affairs; the States of 
Holland having at 515 inſtigation reſolved in 
1581, that, for the future, the commons 
ſhould not be conſulted without their per- 
miſſion, which, it appeared afterwards, and 
ſtill appears, they never had an intention to 
grant. 


Thus the great began already to abridge 
the liberty of our forefathers, at the very 
time when they riſked their lives and for- 
tunes in its defence againſt the King of 
Spain! Thus the States of Holland acted, 
though they were otherwiſe. good regents ; 
and fuch was the conduct of a Prince, who 

D really 


In 


really meant well to our country. We may 
learn from theſe examples, that thoſe nations 
who are zealous to preſerve their liberties, 
ſhould always be vigilant in their defence, 
and never place an unbounded confidence 1n 
any mortal. On the contrary, they ſhould 
daily watch every one that is entruſted with 
any power, but chiefly the Princes and men 
_ of illuſtrious families; for the experience of 
every age, from the beginning of the world 
to the preſent day has proved, that even the 


very beſt men, without exception, are com- 


monly inclined ſelfiſhly and illegally to in- 
creaſe the power with which they are en- 
truſted. To reign is highly grateful to the 
human heart. Be watchful then my coun- 
trymen! and ye hall yet be free 


At the deceaſe of William I. Prince Mau- 
rice, his ſon, was very young, and then at 
the academy at Leyden.—As he was quite 
unexperienced, it was very fortunate that 
providence had given us Father Barnevelt. 
This great and good man, whoſe talents, 
virtues, and tragical death will be the won- 
der of every age, was the only hope and prop 
of our infant commonwealth. The Engliſh, 

that 
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that perfidious nation, had even tn artfully 
planned our ſubjection to their uſurpation of 
our liberties. In proſecuting that plan, they 
ſent us ſome auxiliary troops, under the 
Earl of Leiceſter, a hypocritical villain; 
who, with a pretended zeal for the Proteſtant 
religion, ſeduced the minds of the clergy 
and laity of this country. He wiſhed to be 
at the head of our Government; and that 
height he obtained with the title of Governor 
General of the United Netherlands. Yet 
even whilſt he was amongſt us, Father Barne- 
velt, whoſe wiſe and honeſt advice was pro- 
perly reſpected by his countrymen, had al- 
ready give to young Maurice a place of great 
conſequence. He prevailed with the States, 
to ele& him Stadtholder and Captain General 
of Holland and Zealand. Thus the art of 
Leiceſter was defeated, and he was ſo en- 
raged at his diſappointment, that from that 
time he formed his ſcheme, for ſending 
Barnevelt and Maurice priſoners to England. 
Maurice performed, great exploits, under the 
direction of this worthy man, who proved 
a ſecond father to him ; and in that paternal 
light he was always reſpected by, Maurice's 
mother, the widow of William I. He became 
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the greateſt General of the age, and did us 


very great military ſervices. It would have 
been fortunate for us, had he been as pa- 
triotic as he was ambitious ; but he reſem- 
bled all thoſe, who have any power, eſpecially 
military command; and ſenſible of his con- 


ſanguinity with the Counts of Holland; a 


conſanguinity that ſeemed to call him to 
Empire, he ſelfiſhly, and rapaciouſly aſpired 
to Sovereignty. The ſagacious Barnevelt, 
to his extreme mortification, ſaw his ambi- 
tion. At length the opportunity which 
ſeemed, and proved, favourable to Maurice, 
arrived. The diſputes about the opinions of 
Gomarus and Arminius had divided our civil 
and eccleſiaſtical State. Barnevelt who was 
an enemy to diſtenſion, had recommended to 


the States of Holland ſuch meaſures as might 


prevent them, Maurice, on the contrary, 
whoſe views could only be accompliſhed by 
ſedition, and tumult, was a promoter of 


thoſe diſputes. He carried his point. He 


attacked the reputation ,of Barnevelt, that 
venerable patriot, by his venal emiſſaries, 
and by infamous libels; and after having 
loaded him with the public hatred, he threw 


him into priſon. The States of Holland, h 


took 


[83.4 

took their old ſervant under their protection; 
but what did the Prince ? He marched with 
his guards and other ſoldiers through the dif- 
ferent towns of Holland and of the other 
Provinces, and changed the form of their 
government by violence. By the natural 
conſequences of ſuch conduct, the former 
and beſt Magiſtrates were exiled, and their 
places were filled with the tools of Maurice; 
the States of Holland became his ſlaves, and 
acted as he was pleaſed to dictate, He ex- 
pelled from the church the remonſtrants, 
whoſe tenets, if, indeed he had any religion 
himſelf, he had approved ; and, as they were 
the moſt zealous advocates for liberty, he 
was eager to diſpoſſeſs them of all ſhare in 
the government, and he commiſſioned twenty- 
four Judges who, forgetful of their God, 
were infamous enough, in obedience to 
Maurice, and to promote their private for- 
tunes, to condemn this old patriot, to loſe 
his grey head at the age of ſeventy years, and 
to impriſon others for life, among whom 
was the famous De Groot. 


My dear countrymen ! whatever be your 
particular religious perſuaſions, never believe 
that 


L 22 
that Barnevelt was a traitor, or that he de- 
ſerved any puniſhment ! He, alone was, in 
the hands of God, the inſtrument of good 
to this afflicted country, after the deceaſe of 
William I. during the dangerous machina- 
tions of Leiceſter. We had then to fight 
the Spaniards both at home and abroad ; we 
had to encounter the more powerful Engliſh 
faction, which had, at that criſis as at the 
preſent, ſpread its partizans every where, in 
every Province, in every aſſembly. Barne- 
velt alone blunted the point of its ſhafts. 
To him alone Maurice was indebted for his 
elevation; conſequently, to Him alone, the 
whole Houſe of Orange are indebted for their 
grandeur. Thoſe, who repreſent this matter 
otherwiſe to you, are either hirelings of the 
Houſe of Orange, which always has aimed 
at Sovereignty, and has always hated and 


perſecuted thoſe, who ſcorn to lend to it a 


ſubſervient hand, or they are fooliſh and 
preſumptuous men who meddle with affairs, 
which they do not underſtand. Give proper 
credit to thoſe who ſpeak on matters with 
which they are acquainted. Give credit to 
the clergy, when they teach you religious 
duties; for they are payed for ſtudying 

; them ; 
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them; but they are ſtrangers to politics. 
Therefore believe the politician, or rather 
the obſcure honeſt fellow- citizen, who in 
the quiet receſſes of his mind has traced to 
the ſcource, the events of his country, 
without any prejudice; without any other 
intention than that of improving his know- 
ledge and of being uſeful to you. Believe 
hin, when he gives you a picture of former 
times. 


Maurice did not long ſurvive theſe iniqui- 
ties; nor did they fully anſwer his ends. 
Harraſſed with anxiety, terrors and deſpair, 
he died in 1625. He was one of the worſt of 
men ; an enemy to peace, a hypocrite, an 
unbounded ſenſualiſt; who uſed induſtri- 
ouſly to ſeduce and debauch women of every 
rank and ſituation, and, conſequently, left 
ſeveral baſtards. According to the aſſurances 
of his flatterers, this pious Prince went ſtrait 
to heaven. 


His brother Frederick Henry ſucceeded him, 
not only in his rank, but likewiſe in his diſ- 
poſition, He had art enough to extort from 
his nephew William Frederick the dignities 

of 
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of Stadtholder of Groningen and of Drenft, 
whom he fo inſulted, and harraſſed, that at 
length the perſecuted young man ceded to 
him his right to the hereditary Stadtholder- 
ſhip of Frizeland. He afterwards, in 1640, 
effected a marriage between his ſon William 
II. and Mary, daughter of Charles I. King 
of England; merely that he might ag- 
grandize his family and increaſe his power. 
The Queen mother of France had firſt 
obliquely propoſed this marriage in England; 
where, however, it was thought to be be- 
neath the dignity of a King's daughter, who 
might inherit three kingdoms, to marry a 
petty Prince, who was only the ſervant of a 
Commonwealth, the members of which were 
yet ſtiled by many, a ſet of rebels. But 
King Charles was aſſured “ that the title 
«© was matter of indifference, and that the 
e Stadtholder was in reality the Maſter and 
Sovereign of the State.” 


Mark here well, my countrymen, that 
though the Stadtholders, as appears from 
their inſtructions, had then far leſs influence 
and power, than our Princes have enjoyed 
| ſince 
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fince the year 1672, yet they were already 


conſidered abroad as Sovereigns. 


Thus King Charles conſented to give his 
daughter to William II. and this inauſpicious 
marriage was the next cauſe of all the miſeries 
that ſince have befallen our country. But 
more of this hereafter. 


Willian II. ſucceeded his father in 1647, 
at a time, when peace with the King of 
Spain, our old Sovereign, was almoſt con- 


cluded. 


The ſequel of my narrative will ſhow you, 
what this Stadtholder, though then no more 


than twenty-three years old, dared to at- 


tempt. 


Prince Maurice had in 1591, by taking 
the city of Nimeguen delivered it from the 
Spaniſh yoke. The companies of that town 
had from time immemorial, when even they 
were ſubject to the Dukes of Gũeldres and 
to the Kings of Spain, elected their ma- 
giſtrates. But Maurice, after the taking of 
the town, deprived the companies and 
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burgeſſes of their old privileges. He re- 


ſerved to himſelf the annual nomination of 


the magiſtrates as long as the war ſhould 
laſt ; while he had not the leaſt intention, 
ever to part' again with a power which he 
had once uſurped. Now when the war 
againſt Spain was finally concluded in 1648, 
the government and burghers of Nimeguen 
ſent a ſolemn deputation to Prince William, 
thanking him for the trouble he had till then 
taken in making the annual change of their 
government, and declaring at the fame time, 
that for the future they would, according to 
their old privileges, provide for it themſelves. 
But what did our young Prince ? He lodged 
a ſtronger garriſon in the town ; and accom- 
panied with more troops, he came himſelf 


into the city, where in January 1649, in, 


ſpiteof the indignant, but over-awed Burghers, 
he nominated a Government, which was 
entirely compoſed of his dependents and 
vaſſals. ; | 


In this and ſimilar manners have our 
Princes of Orange, like all other Kings and 
Sovereigns of Europe, arrived, by degrees, at 
their great power; and I ſhould be under 

wo the 


1 
the neceſſity of writing a book, if I ſhould 
deſcribe to you all the violences of the here- 
ditary oppreſſors of Batavian liberty. Ob- 
ſerve, however again, the danger of military 
garriſons. Would to God that the troops, 
which are forced on the Province of Hol- 
land, were at the diſtance of a thouſand 
leagues from us! They certainly are ſettled 
here for no good purpoſes. Our William V. 
will ſubject, by them, the diſcontented land- 
holders, burghers and boors; by them he 
will ſubdue your country, and one day plant 
a garriſon in Amſterdam. Then he and his 
partizans will have accompliſhed all their 
aims; they will have no more to dread from 
the efforts of their patriotic city. Let the 
inhabitants of Rotterdam likewiſe take a 
falutary warning, and keep all garriſons out 
of their walls, | 


The Stadtholders are always induſtrious to 
have a great number of troops under their 
command, and have always been the ardent 
promoters of continental war, Hence aroſe 
Maurice's inveterate enmity againſt Father 
Barnevelt, who had procured a truce with 


the Spaniards for twelve years. Hence 
E 2 Frederick 
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Frederick Henry endeavoured to prevent the 
concluſion. of the peace of Weſtphalia, till 
he was bought over by the Spaniards, In 
aſſenting to that peace, he was not actuated 
by affection for his country, or by any reſpect 
for the negociation which had taken place 
with France for the proſecution of the war 
againſt Spain, which then offered us ample 
ſatisfaction. For the ſame reaſon William II. 
endeavoured alſo perfidiouſly to break the 
peace to which I have now alluded. The 
States of Holland, headed again by Amfter- 
dam, were the only true Republicans that 
had ſpirit enough to oppoſe this enterprizing 
and audaczous Stadtholder. They had re- 
ſolved to diſmiſs ſome troops, which, as 
peace was reſtored, could be of no ſervice to 
the country. They would only bring a 
heavy load of expence on the people; or they 
might enable the Prince to oppreſs the whole 
country ; but particularly thoſe who would 
not be flexible to his'meaſures. The States 
of Holland having learnt from the fate of 
Nimeguen, and from the violences of 
Maurice, how boldly the Princes of Orange 
dared to employ the troops for the increaſe 
of their power, propoſed that a greater num- 
6 | ber 


ber 
reig 
that 


he « 
con 
Pri 
ſen 


Til 
ſat 


( 29 J 

ber ſhould be diſmiſſed, and eſpecially fo- 
reigners. The Prince on the contrary inſiſted, 
that but a ſmall number ſhould be diſmiſſed, 
and chiefly of the national troops, becauſe 
he could better depend on Foreigners. The 
conteſt went to ſuch lengths, that the 
Prince, on July 30, 1650, by his own au- 
thority, and in the moſt clandeſtine manner, 
ſent a body of our own troops to ſurprize 
the city of Amfterdam, that he might model 
its government to his mind, and keep a gar- 
riſon there as well as in moſt other places ; 
ſatisfied that if he. once ſubjugated this 
powerful city, all his other countrymen 
would neceſſarily yield to his yoke. But 
Providence protected the city, and the miſ- 
chieveous ſcheme miſcarried. It is to be 
lamented, that the inhabitants of Amſterdam 
did not bury his arms in the ſea. Their 
fate might have been a uſeful leſſon to our 
ſucceeding, and too aſpiring William. But 
Amſterdam has n * too * to 
her Princes. 


About the time when Amſterdam was in- 
veſted by the forces of the State, Prince 
William II. had likewiſe, by his own autho- 


rity, 
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rity, ſeized and ſent to Louvenſteyn ſeveral 


Lords, who were then in the name of their 
cities aſſiſting in the aſſembly of the States of 
Holland; for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
they had dared to oppoſe his meaſures with 
ſpirit and reſolution; and the compliant tem- 
per and ſelfiſhneſs of our great men had then 
ſunk to ſo low a proſtitution, that moſt of 
the provinces ſent him their thanks for this 
violent infringement of his duty and his 
oath, as if he had atchieved a ſpecimen of 
Roman heroiſm. 


Beware of the great amongſt us, my deat 
countrymen | The Prince has moſt of them 
at his devotion ; by their rank, or office; or 


even merely by their living at Court. They 


are totally corrupted by their reſidence there. 
Their oath and duty, and the welfare of their 
ceuntry they totally diſregard. For what 
loſſes they, like others, may ſuffer, by the de- 
cay of trade and of the general welfare of 
their country, they think full compenſation 


may be made them by the favour of the 


Prince, who has it always in his power to 
enrich them ; an object, to which, it muſt 
de owned, he is ſufficiently attentive, Be- 

| ſides, 


1 
ſides, moſt of our grandees and other men 
of conſequence, have lent great ſums of money 
to England. It is for that reaſon that they 
will not fall upon that country, and that they 
fide with the Prince. They apprehend that 
England might be brought too low, and that 
ſhe might ſtop payment. Many of them are 
ſo much attached to England, and ſo little to 
their own country, that even now they ſup- 
port, with their fartunes, that kingdom, our 
declared enemy. This is treaſon, and ſhould 
be inveſtigated and puniſhed. Tis cer- 
tainly for ſome ſiniſter purpoſe, that the 
Engliſh packet-boats are {till ſuffered to 
paſs over to Heluoeiſluys, as it there was no 
war; and ſo it is indeed, in one view; for the 
Prince wages no war with the Engliſh, 
They are his moſt faithful friends. Let us, 
however, gratefully admire the generous 
ſpirit of the principal people of Amſterdam, 
Haerlem, Dordrecht, and of thoſe monied 
men who act upon heir principles; who, 
though they have great property in England, 


have not forſaken this country, but are honeſtly 


diſpoſed ; and have infiſted, in the higher 
aſſemblies, on repelling force by force, on 
revenging the wrongs and evils which they 
g | have 
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have done us, and on protecting with the 
forces of the State, let what will be the con- 
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ſequence, all thoſe branches of commerce, 
which are free by treaty, without ſuffering 
the I to be our perpetual dictators. 


William II. did not long ſuryive his diſ- 
grace. It pleaſed Providence to deliver us 
from that enterprizing oppreſſor. The ſmall- 
pox carried him off on Nov. 6, 16 50, at the 
age of twenty-four years. He left his Prin- 
ceſs with child, and ſhe gave us another Wil- 
lam, whoſe name and memory mult ever be 
recollected with the ſevereſt regret, by thoſe 
who are thoroughly acquainted with the af- 
fairs of our country. 


The alliance of William II. with an Eng- 
liſh Princeſs, was all along of the moſt 
unfortunate conſequences to this country. 
Charles I. determined to be as abſolute in his 


kingdom as other Kings of Europe were, 


had formed a plan for depriving the Engliſh 
of their liberties, and of bringing them under 


an arbitrary government. But his plan was 
fatal to himſelf. The nation took up arms, 


and was ſucceſsful; that the King was 
conquered 


L493 1 

conquered and taken priſoner, But when: the 
Engliſh were on the point of enjoying the re- 
wards of their conflict for liberty, they were 
ſupplanted and enſlaved by Cromwell, who had 
the command of the army. Beware, therefore, 
my worthy countrymen ! of your military lea- 
ders; for it is too well known, that they have 
almoſt every one and every where, endea- 
voured to be the tyrants of their fellow-citi- 
zens. Liberty fled from Europe, as ſoon as 
its ſovereigns were allowed to maintain 
ſtanding armies; for formerly, before they had 
regular ſoldiers, the landholders, burghers, 
and boors, went to the wars; but the ſo- 
vereigns well knowing, that ſuch armed men 
would not aſſiſt them to enſlave their own 
country, repreſented by venal magiſtrates to | 
the people, that it would be better for them to 1 
contribute ſome money than to go to the wars 

themſelves; a deſtination which took them 

from their buſineſs, and put their lives in 

danger; and that this money ſhould be em- 9 
ployed for hiring ſoldiers in their place. The 
unthinking people were extremely pleaſed þ 
with thisexpedient ; they did not even ſuſpect 

what muſt be its natural conſequence. The 


Princes, as ſoon as they had a ſtanding army 
: F ä 


pp MX r r * * 


2 fl en — 2 — 


> - A 
9 — ——c nM RE: 


9 


EEE 


j 
1 
; F 
1] 
N 
i 
ia 
. 1 
14 
| 
ys 
. 
7 
* 
„ 
* 
n 
Ni 
CY 
=Y 
Rr 
% 
7+ 
4 
© 
be . 
7 
o 
"4 
c 
wh 
CY 
4 
= 
"1 
Y 
5 


1 341 
on foot, entirely depending on them, and abſo- 
lutely independent of the nation, had it from 
that very moment in their power to do what 
they pleaſed. No town, no country, could 
any longer defend their liberties againſt them; 
and hiſtory informs us, that all the nations 
around us, now brought under arbitrary 
monarchical government, have ſtill a very 
painful remembrance of the fatal revolution 
which deprived them of freedom ; that not 
long ago, even the Spaniards, the French, and 
all Germany were free: that they were en- 
flaved by armies, and that they never had it 
in their power to recover their liberties and 
privileges, however diſtinctly and explicitly 
written, and ſealed in old charters and parch- 
ments. Let the inhabitants of Nimeguen 
and others be examples to you, and make you 


vigilant, and conſtantly attentive to your 
nobleſt birth-right. 


Whoever can diſpoſe of the army, may do 
every thing he pleaſes ; he may deliver to our 
enemies our moſt advantageous commerce, 
our men of war, our colonies ; nay, he may 
make himſelf our lawleſs monarch. The 
defenceleſs maſs of the nation, will not be able 

| to 
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to check his ambition, but muſt patiently 
and tamely ſuffer its exceſſes. A nation, 
therefore, that would act wiſely and with 


prudence, ſhould always take care to keep to 
themſelves the ſovereignty of their country. 


Armies muſt now be kept in our ſtates, 
becauſe all the other European powers keep 
armies ; and the burghers and boors are not 
at leiſure to be ſent for from home, at any 
time, to enter on military duty, But, in 
order to defend their own towns and neigh- 
bourhood, and chiefly to prevent their op- 
preſſion and ſubjugation by the commander 
of their own troops, by their own captain- 
general, our burghers and boors ſhould every 
one of them have a good firelock, bayonet, 
and ſword, and learn the manual exerciſe ; 
they ſhould form themſelves into regiments 
and companies, and chuſe officers to com- 
mand them: they ſhould ſometimes, and 
chiefly on Sundays, when ſervice is over, 
have a field day. This is the practice of the 
Swiſs, this is the practice of the Americans. 


What I recommend to you here, my 
countrymen, is not ſo ſtrange as ſome of 
F 2 you 


{ 36 J 
you may imagine. Tis no novelty. Read 


only the eighth article of the Union of 


Utrecht; to the obſervation of which article, 
and of the whole Union, every Regent of ous 
country, nay, even our Princes of Orange, 
have moſt folemnly ſworn. As they even have 
been averſe from training the nation to arms, 
they never have yet publickly cited that ar- 
ticle. Theſe are its words: That in or- 
* der to have at all times a public defence, 
* the inhabitants of every one of theſe 
United Provinces, cities, and places in the 
« country, ſhall be reviewed and regiſtered, 
« at fartheſt within a month after the date 
* hereof, viz. all thoſe that are between 
* eighteen and ſixty years of age; that their 
*« dwellings and numbers being thus known, 
ce they may, at the next meeting of this 
«© Union, be further ordered and com- 
* manded, as ſhall be found moſt proper for 
* the'proteCtion and ſecurity of theſe United 
* Provinces.” 


Dear countrymen! how fortunate would it 
have been for our country, had this falutary 
fundamental law been ſtrictly obſerved, from 
the time of its eſtabliſhment ; that is, from 

the 
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the year 1579, to this very day. Many evils 


would not have happened, which in conſe- 
quence of neglecting it we have not been able 
to prevent, And even were it now enforced, 
and would you, agreeably to our common 
duty, immediately put this law in practice, in 


theſe perilous times -O] ſoon would the trai- 


tors of our ſtate be detected; the honeſt re- 
gents would ſoon be known, and the ſinking 
commonwealth would yet be faved! We 
ſhould have a ſquadron at fea; we ſhould 
form an alliance with France and America, 
and we ſhould have it in our power to be re- 
venged of our enemies! Our all-enlivening 
commerce would ſoon revive, and the many 
thouſand inhabitants who have loſt their bread 
by this ſcandalouſly neglected war, and ſuffer 
the crueleſt miſeries, with their wives and 


children, would ſoon be put again into a way 


to earn their ſubſiſtence as they did a few 
months ago, when they were generouſly and 


profitably employed. 


Ah! my countrymen! once more arm 
yourſelves, and exert the intereſt of the re- 
public ; or, in other words, your own. The 


republic is your common property, not only 


the 


_— 
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the property of the Prince and of his gran- 8 
dees, who deem us all, the whole nation of / 
the Netherlands, the deſcendents of the free- * 
born Batavians, their hereditary vaſſals; their 8 
ſheep and cattle, which they have power and my 
right to fleece, or to put to death, as their 0. 
avarice or reſentment may impel them; and 
they treat us agreeably to this eſtimation of us. 8 
The inhabitants of a country, the landholders, 5 
the burghers and boors, the poor and the Ka: 
rich, the great and the ſmall, all theſe to- th 
gether, are the true owners, lords, and 
maſters of their country; theſe ought to 2 
appoint governors, and to eſtabliſh laws. A 5 
nation 1s a great ſociety, in political partner- f 
ſhip; the rulers, the chiefs, the magiſtrates, 4 
the Prince, thoſe, in ſhort, who conſtitute 
the acting ſovereignty, are but directors, 1 
commanders, and treaſurers of that ſociety; b 
and, in their reſpective capacities, or collec- % 
tively, they are of leſs conſequence than its 8 
members, that is, than the collective body of | 
the nation. For inſtance, the Eaſt India 
Company is a great aſſociation of merchants, R 
united for the purpoſe of trading to India. , 


They are too numerous, and they live at too 
— a diſtance from each other to meet 
conſtantly 


i 


29-1 


conſtantly when it is neceſſary, and to direct, 


by perſonal attendance, the buſineſs of their 
company, which beſides requires more ſkill 
and knowledge than all the members may 
individually poſſeſs; therefore they very 
wiſely appoint directors, commanders, and 


treaſurers, whom they pay for their trouble, 


and to whom they give no greater ſhare of 
power than the buſineſs requires, for which 
they are engaged, The directors have na- 
turally a greater authority in the conduct of 
the common affairs than any ſingle member, 
or eyen any great number of members, 
which makes not a majority ; but if all the 
members, or a decided majority, inſiſt on 
having an alteration in the government or 
direction of the company's, that is, of their 
own affairs, then it is the duty of the di- 
rectors, who are but ſervants of the mem- 
bers, to obey the commands of the latter, a 
majority of whom are the real owners, 
maſters, and lords of the company, 


It is juſt the ſame with the great ſociety 
of a nation. The great one who rules over 
you, the Prince, or whoever has any power 
in the public affairs, exerciſes that power in 


your 
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your name, and their authority is derived 
from you. You are the members, the owners, 
and maſters of the national ſociety which 
bears the title of the United Netherlands, 
The great ones, on the contrary, are but 
directors and treaſurers of this ſociety, You 
pay them out of your own, 1. e, out of the 


public purſe. They are thus in your ſervice; 


they are your ſervants ; they are accountable 
to the majority of numbers, and in duty 
bound to obey your commands, 


Beſides, all men are born free : by nature, 
no one is under the command of another, 
Though ſome have brighter talents, more 
bodily ſtrength, or a greater ſhare of fortune 

than others, yet theſe accidents do not give 
them who are more intelligent, ſtronger and 
richer, any right to lord it over the ſimpler, 
weaker, and poorer people. - God, our com- 
mon Father, created man to be happy ; and 
ordered every one, without exception, to 
promote the happineſs of his fellow-creatures 
to the utmoſt of his power. To obtain this 
great object of the Creator, that is, to pro- 
mote our common' happineſs, mankind have 
found it neceſſary to join in great ſocieties, 
and 


n 


and to aſſocia even by millions. Obſerve 


that in theſe ſocieties, all the members are 
equal by nature; no member is ſubject to 
another. In theſe great ſocieties, commonly 
called civil ſocieties, the members join to- 
gether to promote their mutual happineſs, 
to defend their property and other rights, 


legally acquired. Hence you plainly ſee, 


that, when any members of the civil ſociety 
are attacked and injured in their rights and 
poſſeſſions, as our merchants and ſeafaring 
people muſt have been by the Engliſh during 


many years, then the whole civil ſociety is 
obliged to reſiſt that violence, and to oppoſe 


it with all their united power, that full in- 
demnification and ſecurity for the future may 
be obtained for their fellow-citizens. Hence 
itappears, that our admiral and hisdependents 
have acted in the moſt perfidious manner to- 
wards many thouſands of the moſt uſeful 
members of our national ſociety, in refuſing 
their convoy and protection to the veſſels, 
which were laden with timber and naval 
ſtores, and were bound to France, agreeably 
to the treaties then ſubſiſting. | 
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Thbeſe are national rights Theſe are your 


rights! They who teach you other doc- 
trines, were it even from the Pulpit, are your 


enemies; they are bribed by the Prince and 


his grandees, or they are totally unacquainted 
with ſound policy. Do not believe them; 
but conſider what I have now inculcated to 
you, in the molt intell;gible manner. You 


will, on reflection, be convinced of the im- 


portant truths I have communicated to you; 
and you will be ſatisfied of the abominable fraud 
of thoſe who would withdraw, or rather 


tear theſe truths from your attention. For 
further information on this intereſting ſub- 


5 ject, read the publications of Baron Van 
dier Capellen Tottenpol, and chiefly the two 
_ pamphlets of the Rev. Dr, Price on Civil 
Liberty, and the above-mentioned Baron's 


Treatiſe on the Liberty of the Boors in 


Over el, all printed at Leyden by Herding. 


Cromwell, having put himſelf at the head 
.of the Engliſh government, reigned over 
Britain in a more deſpotical manner than 
its former Kings; yet, to blind the people, 
he took not the royal title. Thus your 
mbitious countrymen impoſe upon you, 

Thus 


nn ß os TO 
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Thus our Prince has but the name of 
Stadtholder ; for in reality he i is our Sove- 
reign Lord! 


Cromwell had Charles I. beheaded by a 
ſentence which not he, but the whole nation, 
or their delegates, ought to have pronoun- 
ced ; and England became a republick, un- 
der the government of a parliament. This 
parliament had longer than ſeven years kept 
an agent in our country, and could have 
wiſhed to enter into an alliance with us 
rather than any other nation. All the So- 
vereigns of Europe courted the friendſhip 
of this new and' powerful republick, from 
a fear of giving it offence ; but we, who 
had moſt reaſon to fear its reſentment, re- 
fuſed its tendered friendſhip, juit as we 
now act to the Americans, and merely in 
conſequence of the faction of Orange. 


The Engliſh embaſſy, which during the 
Prince's life, could never gain an audience of 
the States General to the great diſſatisfaction 
of the Engliſh government, was, when at 
at laſt permitted to make a publick entrance, 
openly and publickly affronted by boys and 
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other rabble, that had been bribed for that 
purpoſe by a page of the Princeſs Dowager. 
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Cromwell was ſenſible of the influence of the 
faction of Orange, and knew by experience 
that it would exert all its power for the 


_ reſtoration of the Royal family and for his 


deſtruction. He likewiſe wiſhed for a foreign 
war, that he might employ the Engliſh, and 
keep them more effectually in ſubjection, by 
the army and navy which were under his 
abſolute command; he reſolved therefore 
on a war againſt us, which by its unfortu- 
rate events proved the cauſe of our ruin, 


The faction of Orange exulted not a little 
on account of that war, juſt as they are 
again baſe enough to rejoice at our pre- 
ſent difficulties. They had blown the flames 
of that war, to their utmoſt power, and en- 


deavoured to make it unfortunate ta us, that 


they might have the opportunity of blaſting 


the characters of the beſt members of the 
State, and of laying to their charge all the 
miſeries, which they themſelves had drawn 
upon the country. The war laſted about 
two years, and was concluded by a haſty and 
ſhameful peace, becauſe the party of the 
5 States 


[4s þ 
States durſt not purſue it any longer for fear 
of the court faction, who were inceſſantly 
watchful to find an opportunity, during the | 
war, of changing the government, 


At the deceaſe of William IT. our State aſ- 
ſumed a form of government which it never 
had before. The States of the greater part 
of the province had taken the government 
on themſelves ; yet the penſionary De Witt 
may be juſtly ſaid to have had the greateſt 
influence in the direction of affairs at that 
period, that is, from the beginning of 1653 
to the year 1672. By his great underſtand- 
ing and integrity, he had, like Father Barne- 
velt, acquired the confidence of the States of 
Holland, of whom he was the ſervant to ſuch 
a degree, that they did almoſt nothing wit#- 
out, and almoſt every thing with his advice 
and direction. He had a brother, who was 
Burgomaſter at Dordrecht and Drofſart of 
Putten, and was equal to him in many ex- 
cellent qualities. 


Under the governmert of theſe good men 
commerce proſpered more than ever, and. 
the whole nation was in a flouriſhing ſtate. 

The 
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The foreign powers durſt not diſhonour our 


colours; nor has our republick ever been 


more reſpected abroad, than it was at that 


golden period. To evince to you what I am 
aſſerting, the King of Denmark was on the 
point of being expelled from his kingdom 


by the King of Sweden. The commercial | 


intereſts, to which theſe noble patriots pay- 
ed more attention than our Prince or any 
one of his anceſtors (for they have always 
been jealous of the greatneſs, power, and 
independency, which, trade gives chiefly to 
Amſterdam, and which hitherto has pre- 
vented them from curbing this great city or 
from putting garriſons into it) the, com- 
mercial intereſt, I ſay, would not ſuffer this 
oppreſſion of the King of Denmark. At a 
moment's warning there was a fleet and army 
ready, which ſailed to the northward and re- 


eſtabliſhed the King in his dominions. 


Whilſt one of the two brothers exerted him- 
ſelf in the aſſembly of the State, the other 
went as commiſſary on board the fleet and 
aſſiſted in fighting battles, which laſted for 
days together. Theſe were manly atchieve- 
ments! But how are our great ones now 
employed? In ſervility to their idol the 


0 Prince, 


ER a . 


„ 
Prince, that they may obtain places and 
commiſſions. Vet, tHough our country was 


then under a good adminiſtration ; though 


every thing proſpered and flouriſhed in our 
hands, yet the community, or nation at large 
was diſſatisfied, and for very good reaſons ; 
for inſtead of reſtoring the commoners to the 
poſſeſſion of their invaded rights, at the de- 
ceaſe of the laſt Stadtholder; inſtead of 


granting to them their proportoinate ſhare in 


the government and direction of publick af- 


fairs, or at leaſt ſome controul over their 
rulers ; inſtead of giving to them a right of 
chuſing their governors either by themſelves 
or by their delegates ; inſtead of impoſing on 
them no taxes or burthens without their 
own conſent ; inſtead of making them ſen- 


fible, that they were become free by the 


eceaſe of the laſt Stadtholder ; inſtead of 
taking theſe proper meaſures, the nobility - 
uſurped to themſelves almoſt the whole pow- 
er. It was from among themſelves that 
they choſe the members of government, 
who, after that ſtep, became almoſt here- 
ditary ; it was amongſt themſelves, that they 
divided the places; fo that the commoners 
remained, as before, excluded from all direc- 

tion 
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tion of the publick, that is, of their own 
affairs. Nay ſome, who had dared to'infift 
on an alteration of theſe national grievances, 
were publickly puniſhed as rebels: So eaſily 
and ſo extremely is power abuſed, even in 
the hands of the beſt men. Therefore, my 
dear Countrymen, take care, I intreat you, 
to whom you truſt your power, and always 


keep ultimately the reins of government in 


your own hands. 


The faction of Orange, ever eager to 


avail itfelf of popular commotions, che- 


riſhed this diſſatisfaction, and blackened the 
ruling men in the opinion of the publick. 
Thoſe men who had made the land proſper, 
and whoſe only fault was that they had pre- 


cluded the nation from having any influence 


in their own affairs. They acted in that 
reſpe& juſt as the preſent Prince and his 
party, who have endeavoured to raiſe your 
ſuſpicions againſt the worthy magiſtrates at 


Amſterdam, the penſionary Van Berkel, the 


two Meſſrs. Van der Capellan, Mr. de Neuf- 


ville, and other honeft men. They accuſed 


them of bad intentions and of treaſon, But 
for what purpoſe? Not with an intention, 


9 
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my Friends; to- procure you any redreſs, or 
to reſtore to you your liberty, or your right 
of electing your governors or ſome controul 
over them. No; for no other purpoſe than 
to raiſe that youth, William IH. to the 
dignity of Stadtholder, and then to reign over 
you in their turn. To bring about this 
wicked object, the faction of the Houſe of 
Orange brought upon us the ſecond war 
with England, which laſted from 1663 to 
1667. Charles II. uncle of the young Prince, 


was the man who was to procure to us a 


Stadtholder. He could not or would not even 
diſguiſe his intentions. The court faction 
did again their beſt, in order to make this 


war miſcarry and to raiſe tumults at home; 


but their intentions were again defeated, and 
the diſſatisfaction of the nation continued 
as before, Yet ſome years after, their 
wicked deſigns were more fortunate. . 


The King of France, our old Ally, who 
had delivered us from the Spaniſh ſlavery ; 
who during a courſe of eighty years had 
either privately ſupported us or openly 
fought in our behalf, and with whom a 
few years before we ourſelves had divided 
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1 1 
by Treaty the Spaniſh Netherlands, in order 


to take them by force of arms, and on condition 


that neither of us ſhould make peace with- 


out the other party; Lewis XIV. I ſay, was of- 
fended with us for having, againſt our ſolemn 
engagements, in 1684, perfidiouſly abandoned 


him, and concluded a ſeparate peace with 


the King of Spain, our common enemy. 


This diſſatis faction, though well grounded, 
began to wear off, and might have probably 


died away, without further conſequences, 
had we only been ſo cautious as not to 


give new offence to this powerful Monarch. 


About the year 1668, Lewis had entered 
the Spaniſh, now, Auſtrian Netherlands, to 
part of which he pretended to have old pre- 


tenfions. Though it was not our buſineſs 


to interfere at this time, yet De Witt con- 
ceived it was for our intereſt to prevent the 
King of France from conquering the Ne- 
therlands, he being of opinion (which opi- 


nion, with great deference to his name, 


ſeems to have been over rated when it was 


termed a maſter-piece) that thoſe countries 
ſhould remain in the hands of Spain as a 
barrier againſt France, The ſcheme was 


ſpecious, but upon nearer examination it was 


2 only 


E * 

only ſpecious. It was eſtabliſhed upon two 
principles, the one of which was falſe and 
the other very improbable, or problematic, 
as experience has ſhewn us. The firſt was, 
that the neighboureood of France was dan- 
gerous to us; the other, that the poſſeſſors 
of the Spaniſh or Auſtrian Netherlands muſt 
always be at enmity, at leaſt, not be in any 
friendly connection with France. This muſt 
be the caſe, ſhould we ever reap any advantage 
from this partition-wall, which afterwards 
produced that expenſive and uſeleſs barrier; 
yet we have ſeen very different events in 

our days. Our republick had nothing to 
apprehend from France, unleſs we gave it 
offence. France reaped great advantage from 
us, and was for that reaſon our natural ally, 
as ſhe proves at preſent. Beſides Lewis XIV. 
might have ſatisfied his ambitious and war- 
like difpoſition in many other parts of 
Europe, nor was he under any neceſſity of 
coming to us for that purpoſe. Had we 
remained quiet, Spain would not have been 
deſtitute of aſſiſtance; other countries might 
have exhauſted themſelves in her defence, 
and we might have ſpared our forces. To 
ſeize and. keep foreign territories, we now 
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find; is not ſo eaſy a taſk ; and at all events, 
as France was then ſo very powerful, the 
rules of good policy ought to have taught 
us, that the worſt thing for us is a con- 
tinental war ; and that we ſhould not have 
taken any ſtep, which was to bring it on, 
unleſs we had been neceſſitated to adopt ſuch 
conduct; which certainly was not the caſe 
with us at that time. But the ſhrewd penſi- 
onary had very different ſentiments. In 1668, 
he brought on that famous triple alliance 
between England, Sweden, and this re- 
publick, which obliged France to make 


It might have been foreſeen, that this 
policy would highly exaſperate Lewis XIV. 
one of the proudeſt of Monarchs, againſt a 
commonwealth, which he and his anceſtors 
had raiſed to freedom and conſequence ; but 
how could we foreſee that Charles II. un- 
cle of William III. could be wicked e- 
nough to jain the fame Lewis XIV. againſt 
whom he had concluded with us the triple 
alliance, and who could have no reſentment 
againſt us, except for our refuſing to make 


his nephew our Stadtholder or Sovereign ? 
Yet 


[7 $1 


Yet thus did he act; and this part of his 
conduct may be added to the numberleſs 
violences, perfidies, and oppreſſions, which 
the deteſtable Engliſh have been guilty of 
to us ; one would imagine, to conyince.our 
peaceful nation, who are not dangerous to 
any but thoſe that long, and often provoke 
them, that it would be folly. in us to have 
any more connection with a country, whoſe 
national character for theſe two hundred 
years, has appeared to conſiſt of perfidy, 
pride, cruelty, envy and jealouſy. They 
are enemies to their country, who, haye 
flipt an excellent opportunity (which, per- 
haps will never return) of throwing off the 
Britiſh yoke, by which we and our fathers 
have been ſo long oppreſſed. But perhaps, 
the moſt deſirable opportunity has not yet 
paſſed from us: the fifth of Auguſt, that 
glorious day, which hath crowned our ſailors 
with immortal fame, and ſhaded our ene- 
mies and their party in this country with 
indelible infamy, has taught us what great 
exploits we may yet atchieve with a ſmall 
oſtenſible force. Let not then, our heroes 
fight, and bleed in vain ! Let not peace be 
made with the perfidious Britons, till they 
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are ſufficiently humbled, and have renounced 
every kind of empire over the free ocean, 


Suffer them not to detain the immenſe pro- 


perty of which they have robbed us. This 
duty you owe to the merchants by civil 
contract. Never let us be. obliged again 
diſgracefully to ſtrike 'our colours, as a 
humiliating acknowledgment of our infe- 
riority ; but above all, do not ſuffer any 


more thoſe pernicious intermarriages of the 


Stadtholder's houſe and that of England. 
They are the cauſes of all our adverſities, 
of all- our wars, and of all the old debts 
which oppreſs us. Follow the example 
which the Britons themſelves have ſet us, 
in chuſing for their Queen an inferior Prin- 
ceſs, who had no great family connections. 


Act thus politically ; and do not ſuffer for 


the future any of theſe marriage-alliances 
with great and powerful families, eſpecial- 
ly with the Houſe of Great-Britain ; and 
let me warn you, that if you take not 
proper care, ſuch matches will again take 
place. 


De Witt knew every cabinet council of 


the different powers in Europe ; he faw the 


ſtorm 
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ſtorm gathering from afar. He gave time- 
ly advice, that a great fleet and army muſt be 
held in readineſs. But in vain. The danger 
was preſſing; it grew worſe and worſe ; 
but the faction of the Houſe of Orange 
was under no apprehenſions, and inſiſted 
on making young Witham their Captain- 
General, before they would conſent to any 
augmentation of the troops. This obſtinate 
and criminal oppoſition was the reaſon why 
we had no army, and why the enemy reach- 
ed the heart of our country. Fortunately 
the fleet, over which De Witt, by means of 
the States of Holland, had more influence, 
was in ſome reſpect in a better condition, and 
to that alone we were indebted for the exiſtence 
of our republick. Mean while the French 
took the field in the beginning of 1672, 
and in conſequence of the general diſſatis- 
faction and conſternation, Milliam III. an 
inexperienced youth of twenty-two years 
of age, was elected Captain-General. The 
faction of Orange was now in a fair way 
to carry all their meaſures. The French 
took one town after another; ſo that in a 
very ſhort time they were maſters of the three 
provinces of Gueldres, Utretcht, and Over- 


yſſel, 


E 
yſſel, and had advanced a great way into 
Holland. This proved an excellent oppor- 
tunity for the party of Orange, to aſcribe all 
the blunders and diſtreſſes, of which they 
alone had been guilty, by their oppoſition 
to the armaments, to the miſconduct of the 
worthy De Witts and their partizans. The 
nation faw that they were in a bad plight, p 
but were ſimple enough to believe that the by 
De Witts, and the Louvenſteyn party-{4 MW 
they were termed who oppoſed the election 
of a Stadtholder) had treacheruuſly ſold MW h. 
| the country to France, and that nothing ef- 7 
fectually could be done without declaring MW d 
the young Prince Stadtholder, and putting 


of the navy (a place which ſeems now to 
be out of faſhion) and had aſſiſted at a terri- 
ble battle at ſea. Inſtead of meeting with 
en | any 


v 
the two brothers, the De Witts, to death,. 2 
Alas! our credulous forefathers believed y 
theſe impoſtors, and ſunk by this faſcina- WW |, 
tion into abſolute ſlavery. William III. A 
was, conſequently, declared Stadtholder, and 8 
the citizens of the Hague ſpirited up by . 
hired ruffians, murdered, in a fit of blind £ 
patriotiſm, the De Witts. One of them was 
burgomaſter of Dordrecht, and commiſſary t 


l 


ad any reward when he came aſhore, he was 
0- thrown into a dungeon and put to the tor- 
ns ture upon the falſe accuſation of a ſingle 
hey evidence, a fellow of a moſt infamous cha- 
on racter, ſtigmatized by more than one trial, 
th and chiefly by a crime, which he had com- 
wg mitted againſt the Lord and Schout van 
1 Pierſebil. De Witt was found innocent, yet 
e 


; by the court of Holland, he was deprived 
* of all his places and condemned to be exiled, 
on merely to pleaſe the Prince. Villiam III. 
1d had hired this falſe evidence to prove, that 
i- De Witt had offered him a bribe to mur- 
8 der him; it is fact that, at leaſt, he re- 
awarded this villain with a penſion for life, 
h. WW as has been lately diſcovered and proved be- 
ed yond any queſtion. Nay, this good and 
noble Prince, the defender of the Proteſtant 
I. religion, dared openly to adviſe, that the 
d murder of the two brothers ought not to be 
* enquired into, as the enquiry might be dan- 


0 gerous to many principal fellow citizens; 
= and to the great indignation of honeſt men, 

* the chief inſtigators to that deteſtable aſ- 

9 fociation, were afterwards particularly fa- 

8 voured and rewarded with places and pen- 
h ſions. 
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fle was by nature a great diſſembler, an 
ambitious hypoerite. I cannot determine 
the nature of that vice, of which Biſhop 
Burnet, though otherwiſe his paraſite and 
panegyriſt, owns him to have been guilty. 
He carefully concealed it even by the evi- 
dence of this courtly prelate. It muſt have 
been of a very infamous nature, becauſe the 
very man who was not aſhamed of giving 
publick countenance to murderers, and of 
keeping falſe evidences in pay and ſervice, 
could think- it worth his while to be par- 
ticularly cautious in the commiſſion of one 
crime. It muſt have been ſomething worſe 
than a dotage upon whores, which Princes 
and nobles have ever looked upon as a com- 
mon and allowable amuſement, and of which 
to my knowledge, William was never ac- 
cuſed or ſuſpected. All means for attaining 
his ends were fair, in His opinion. When 
he was King of England, he was not aſhamed 
to ſettle a penſion upon that notorious falſe 
evidence Oates. By his royal protection he 
got a greater power than any Stadtholder 
before him; the diſpoſal of all places in 


the political as well as the military line, 


the nomination of the governors and ma- 
giſtrates, 


59 
giſtrates, and the ſupreme command of the 
army. 


When the French had retired from Gel- 
dres, Utrecht, and Overyflel, the States 
General, then abſolutely under the influence 
and controul of VFilliam, were of opinion that 
the government of thoſe three provinces 
ſhould undergo the ſame alterations which 
in 1672 had taken place in the others; that 


is, that the delegates and governors, who 


had been in the party of the States, ſhould 
at this time, and without any future preju- 
dice to their reſpective privileges, be diſ- 
miſſed, and others ſhould be put in their 
places; and to make theſe changes, their 
High- Mightinefles gave their full powers to 
William. But his pride and impudence went 


ſo far, that he forced an abſolutely new go- 


vernment upon theſe unfortunate provinces; 
a government, which bordered very nearly 
on abfolute ſovereignty. In Utrecht, the 
States conſiſt of three claſſes or chambers ; 
the firſt are the old clergy ; the ſecond the 
lords and nobility, and the laſt the towns 
and cities, By this new form of govern- 
ment he got the power (not the right, for 
| I 2 uſurpations 
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uſurpations never give any right), he got or 


rather took the power of changing the -firſt 


chamber eyery three years, and the delegates 
of the cities every year in a diſcretionary 
manner. In reſpe& to the nobility, he 
could elect their repreſentatives and increaſe 
their numbers as often as he pleaſed. If 
you add to this the diſpoſal of all places, 
? and the command of the troops, what was 
there wanting to ſovereignty ? In Gueldres 
and Overyſſel, where the States conſiſt of 
two chambers, he made half of the votes 
abſolutely dependent on himſelf; for he 
aſſumed the power to change the govern- 
ment of the cities in Gueldres every three 


years, and in Overyſſel every year, "Tis 


true, in Overyflel he left the annual elec- 
tion of the magiſtrates to the college 


of the ſworn community, yet he reſerved _ 


to himſelf the right of approving or re- 
jecting their elections; and if they did not 


turn out to his ſatisfaction, then he put 


others directly in their places without any 
further new election of the ſworn community, 
which he himſelf nominated for life. For 
theſe reaſons the communities, even in our 


preſent times, do not elect any candidates 
but 


„ 
but ſuch as they foreſee will be perfectly 
agreeable at court; for the preſent Stadtholders 
have enjoyed ſince 1747, the ſame power that 
W/illtam III. poſſeſſed. Being thus maſters 
of half of the votes in the aſſembly of the 
States, and holding the other half, which 
generally conſiſts of inſignificant and hun- 
gry noblemen, under the influence of places, 
commiſſions, court-favours, beſides, having 
the power of ſtopping, curtailing, or in- 
fluencing the votes, which they likewiſe 
evidently reſerve to themſelves for the pur- 
poſe of pre-determining the conſultations 
and reſolutions, cannot they thus model the 
tran ſactions of the ſtate as they pleaſe ? Are 
not they perfectly ſovereign to every intent 
and purpoſe? Such was always the power 
of William III. and ſuch is the power of 
our preſent Stadtholders, who even fince 
1747, have in other provinces increaſed it. 


But I muſt return for a moment to Wil- 
liam III. 


In 1677, the ſworn community of Deven- 
ter found themſelves juſtly aggrieved on ac- 
count of the annual government, which 
they were ordered to elect according to the 

new 


. „„ 

new regulation. They elected them rather 
conformably to the old privileges of their 
city, and had them ſworn without expect- 
ing the approbation of the Prince; for, as 
they, declared, they could not in conſcience 
conform to the new regulation of 1675, in 
contradiction to their privileges. But his 
Highneſs ſettled that matter in a very ex- 
peditious 'manner. He ordered the burgo- 
maſters and commoners, that were ſo very 
nice with regard to conſcience, to quit their 
offices; adding, that as he would not part with 
the rights given to him by that new regulation, 
he would not obtrude the trouble of govern- 
ment on any one againſt his conſcience. When 
theſe orders arrived, twenty-two of the 
forty-eight common-council men were diſ- 
miſſed without any form of proceſs, and 
others of more complying temper were ſub. 
ſtituted in their places. In Gueldres he 
ſuffered his creatures to offer him the ducal 
dignity ; but as that project would not take 
in the other provinces, he refuſed the in- 
tended honour for the ſake of keeping up ap- 
pearances. Wherever there was any diſſen- 
ſion, or wherever he could make any, he 


was mi ſchievouſly active that he might not 
mils 


an an amo 
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power. This appeared at Goes in 1695, 


1 


miſs any opportunity of extending his 


whither, on account of certain diſputes 
about the reſignation of certain places and 
charges, and againſt the will and intention 
of the major part of the magiſtrates and all 
the burghers, he ſent troops, and changed 
the government ; after which unconſtitu- 
tional proceeding, he had the burgomaſters 
Weſterwyk. and Everſdyk, and all the other 
amiable advocates of liberty and privileges, 
not ouly impriſoned by the new magiſtrates, 
his creatures, but likewiſe ill uſed by his 
myrmidons, in a manner which cried for 
vengeance, and which it would be too long 
to relate here. At Mzddelburgh there hap- 
pened to be a conteſted election of a preacher; 
even that accident (who would have thought 
it !) gave our violent uſurper an opportunity 
of changing the government, and of increaſ- 
ing his power, as may be ſeen at large in 
Wagenaar, vol. xiv. fol. 445, and vol. xvi. 
fol. 203. In 1688, he went with a Dutch 
ſquadron and army to England, by whoſe 
aſſiſtance he expelled his father-in-law (for 
he was likewiſe married to an Engliſh 
Princeſs) from the throne of Great-Britain, 
which 
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which he ſeized for himſelf. Though he 
was now made a King, yet he continued to be 
our Stadtholder, and ruled theſe provinces 
in a more deſpotical manner than he durſt 
govern England. By 4h:s miſcondu& our 
Republic, till ten years after his death, 
which happened in 1702, was in a continual 
war with France, in which we ſpent our 
blood and money, for the ſole advantage of 
perfidious England, as Baron Van Cappelen 
Todenpol, in his advice concerning the 
Scotch brigade, has in 1775 fully proved, 
with many other important facts. Yes, my 
countrymen ! That William, by keeping us 
conſtantly at war with France, gave irre- 
parable blows to our commerce and welfare, 
and at the ſame time oppreſſed us with innu- 
merable debts, for the intereſt of which you 
ſtill muſt pay heavy taxes: and though in a 
certain reſpect we had recovered a little, yet 
the friends of the worthy Houſe of Orange 
dragged us again, in 1747, into an expen- 
five and abſolutely fruitleſs war, Theſe are 
the ſervices which we owe to the Houſe 
of Orange. 
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VPilliam III. died in 1702. From that 
time to the year 1747, we had again, the 


ſame government as from 1650 to 1672. 


Our grandees acted juſt as before. In moſt 
of the provinces they ſcized, again, upon the 
whole government, excluding the com- 
moners from every kind of ſhare in it, ex- 
cept in ſome towns of the duchy of Gel- 
dern, where the commoners choſe their own 
government. The nation was again diſcon- 
tented, and with more reaſon than at the 


period of the De Witts, when the principles 


of government were more regarded; for 
the Stadtholders, their government, and their 


court had poiſoned the morals of our people, 


and had almoſt induſtriouſly taught them to 
regard no object but ſelf-intereſt. This 
pernicious influence on the national character, 
ariſes in a particular manner from the go- 
vernment of Stadtholders. In thoſe coun- 
tries, where the commoners chuſe their own 
rulers and magiſtrates, as in ſome cantons of 
Switzerland, and in all the extent of the 
Thirteen United States of North America, 
every candidate of fortune or employment 
is under a neceſſity of behaving well and vir- 
tuouſly, of being humane, friendly and ſer- 

| K viceable 


— - - - — _ — - \ 
- FRY - 
— > - —_— 
— — — — * 
. - * - — — _ - a — 
— I, 4 — = SY IT * * 8 a 122 — 
5 - Y - 3 
* 2 - vi "OR . . I * 0 > - — « , 
| 2 ; — = r . S, > . N * 1 * -— * 3 * — * 7 
> # \ . — ods 


COS ˙ AA 5" 


L 66 J 


viceable to his fellow- citizens; and chiefly, 
he muſt prove himſelf to be an advocate of 
public liberty and proſperity. In ſhort, if 
he wiſhes for the favour and vote of his 
electors, he muſt be a true patriot. But in 
our country the caſe is very different. It 
avails nothing here, it is rather diſadvantage- 
ous, to be popular, friendly and ſerviceable 
to our country; to be an advocate for pub- 
lic liberty, privilege and welfare, and to 
prove an honeſt patriot. Whoſoever wants 
a fortune or employment here, muſt purſue 
a quite different track. The favour of the 
Stadtholder is the only object which he muſt 
court; and this, we know, is not to be ob- 
tained by virtuous behaviour, by a popular, 
friendly, and ſerviceable diſpoſition towards 
the people, or by any patriotic exertion for 
the public liberty, privileges and welfare. 
No. The Stadtholders want complying, 
gentle, yielding people. The old-faſhioned 
noble obſtinacy of fifteen hundred will not 
do for them. Privileges and liberties are as 
many bridles to the Princes of Orange; 


therefore they are conſtantly trying to break 


them ; therefore they hate and perſecute the 
patriots that dare to ſpeak in defence of li- 
berty, 


1 
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berty, and of the privileges of the land; 
whilſt they cheriſh and favour every one, that 
is diſhonourable enough to aſſiſt them in 
the execution of their tyrannical ſchemes, 


Our worthy Princes of Orange, however 


ſpeciouſly repreſented by their paraſites and 
penſioners, are as bad as other Princes, 
They have the ſame perverted couft educa- 
tion.. From their infancy they are accuſtomed 
not ts be contradicted, nor counteracted ; 
therefore in their maturer years, they cannot 
bear the controul and oppoſition 'of public 
rights and liberties, which are intolerable to 


them; they have all the ſame kind of court; 


they live all in the ſame manner—in ſhort, 
they are Princes, and will a& like Princes, 
They could wiſh to have rich ſlaves like other 
monarchs, who give protection to the com- 
merce of their ſubjects. The commerce of 
Amſterdam, which they now will ruin, 
they could wiſh to ſee in a flouriſhing con- 


dition, provided the city had admitted a 


3 and yielded to them the nomination 
of government; but powerful and opulent 
inhabitants, that are free, and dare to meet 


them with ſerious demands, and to thwart 


their intended meaſures, are intolerable to 
K 2 them. 
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them. 'Tis a true ſaying; that public liberty 
is ſlavery to the Sovereign.—Now as in this 
unfortunate country no preferment is to be 
had by virtue and public ſpirit, you ſee 


plainly that every one who wants 'employ- 
ment or honourable preferment (and for very 


good reaſons there are' more of ſuch-perſons 
amongſt us than any where elſe) muſt be 6 f 
profligate, and not of patriotical and public- 4 K 
ſpirited ſentiments, or he muſt at leaſt care- 
fully diſguiſe his feelings and opinions on 
public ſubjects; you ſee, likewiſe; that I 
did not fay too much} when I charged the 
government of Stadtholders with a pernicious 
influence” over the manners and national 

character. ee Rd Mes a vis wot 
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| The Aiion'6f Orange never dropt their 
great object, they conſtantly and ardently 
purſued it, ſo that in many places the people ha 
took up arms againſt each 6ther.”* Vet the 
party of the States {till prevailed; and made 
the people bear their yoke, though much 
againſt their inclinations. At laſt, in the 
year 1742, the ſituation of the affairs of Eu- 
rope gave to the faction of Orange an agree- 
able Proſpect of a war; bor! in peiteful times, 


it 
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it is almoſt impoſſible to bring about any 
great commotion or revolution. The am- 
* bitious views of France,” cried your ſe- 
ducers, “ muſt be expoſed; we muſt ſup- 
„port the Queen of Hungary. All 
* thoſe who diſapproved that meaſure, were 
* deemed French penſioners ; thoſe who 
* ſpoke- for neutrality, were traitors, and 
« deſerved the hatred of the public.” Thus 
we entered again into a cloſe alliance with 
the perfidious Engliſh, whoſe penſioners 
and emiſſaries had blown the fire among us, 
and who were highly pleaſed, that we were 
again fooliſh enough to exhauſt ourſelves for 
their advantage, and to adopt meaſures, 
which muſt neceſſarily cauſe a revolution 
in the government, and bring us again under 
their influence and command. O! Batavi- 
ans! how is it poſſible, that we ſhould not 
have long before obſerved and underſtood 
that the Engliſh, our ſworn enemies, who 
have at every opportunity wiſhed and really 
promoted our ruin, would not have been 
active for reſtoring the government of Stadt- 
holders, and raiſing it to the higheſt degree of 
power, if they had not looked upon- our true 
Id legal government as propitious to our 

| commerce, 


L 3 
commerce, welfare and liberty. Our hap. 
pineſs was always a thorn in their fide; a 
ſtumbling- block to their pride. To leſſen 
our happineſs, to bring us to the ground, to 
ruin our commerce, to reduce us to a ſtate 

of dependency, they gave us Stadtholders; 
who, as they were to them alone beholden 

for their exaltation, as they expected from 
tbem alone aſſiſtance for the further en- 
croachments on our liberties, have always 
cloſely allied themſelves with theſe our na- 
tural enemies, and have always, as true and 
faithful allies, been attached to their ſervice; 
and who, as we again experience it too 
plainly now, would rather ſee this country 
ruined than quit their Engliſh party. This, 
Gentlemen ! is the key to all that has hap- 
pened in our days. Think of it yourſelves, | 
tell you truth. The, Stadtholders are a pre- 
ſeat from the Engliſh, and they ſurely never 
will give us any thing that will prove good 
and advantageous tous. Let thoſe who write 
ſo learnedly and artfully on the advantages of 
the government of Stadtholders, refute my 
facts and propoſitions, The French, draw- 
ing nearer to our frontiers, offered us neu- 


fun, adviſing us not to meddle again | 
affairs 
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affairs that did not concern us, and chiefly 
to guard againft the infidious views of the 
Engliſh, who, by -engaging us in a war, 
aimed at nothing but their own intereſt and a 
change in our government. But this advice 
was given in vain. The faction of Orange, 
ſupported by Engliſh guineas, prevailed. 
We were for war. We loſt ſeveral battles 
and places of ſtrength. The French were on 
our frontiers. Then the faction of Orange 
exclaimed, ©** There is treaſon in the land; 
« we muſt have a Stadtholder ; the Prince 
% alone can fave us! as if he alone could 
fight whole armies. The members of the 
aſſembly of the States, though upon the 
whole not much entitled to popular affec- 
tion, were repreſented in the blackeſt co- 
lours ; but moſt of you were impoſed upon 
by great and vain promiſes ; you were made 
to believe, that all the grievances ſhould 
« be redreſſed; that you ſhould not be en- 
* cumbered with taxes and contributions; 
and that on the contrary, you ſhould be 
« reſtored to the poſſeſſion of all your old 
rights and privileges.” The moſt active 
amongſt you were collected in the ſtreets; 
the others were quiet ſpectators. None had 

ſpirit 


+4 rx Ia 
— * 


ES —— 
ere . . 
N W . 


= ] 


ſpirit -and - penetration enough to give you 
good advice. You prayed for a Stadtholder, 


and they gave you William IV. as Saul was 


given to the Iſraelites. What are you the 
better for him? Has he, or his ſon, who 
now diſtreſſes us, reſtored you to your 
antient rights and privileges? Do you ele& 
your Magiſtrates and Delegates ? Have you 
fewer taxes to pay? Is your advice taken 
about the quantity and nature of your taxes ? 
Do they give you any account of the expen- 
diture of the public, or rather your own 
money, earned by your induſtry ? Is any one 
of you properly informed of the enormous 
expence, which the keeping of the Stadt- 
holder and of his numerous appendages coſts 
you every year ? What have you obtained by 
that change of government but another maſ- 
ter, whom it will be more difficult to you to 
dethrone than your former tyrants ? 


What did the new created Stadholder ? 
That favourite of the nation—that reſtorer of 
liberty? Well aware that he had practiſed 
upon you, by his emiſſaries and creatures, 
and apprehenſive of your indignation if your 
eyes ſhould be opened, he put his confidence 

in 


- mn | 
in the army, and not truſting it to Dutch- 
men, by whom it had before been command- 
ed, he filled our whole army with foreigners, 
chiefly with Germans; pretending, that it 
was for the ſake of introduring the new 
diſcipline. Whole flocks of theſe con- 
temptible fortune-hunters invaded us, and to 
be a foreigner was ſufficient recommendation 
with our patriotic Prince, for getting military 
preferment in preference to our countrymen, 


' Nay, many appeared in regimentals of the 


State, who had been expelled from their 


country with infamy. To make the army 


abſolutely dependent on himſelf alone, and in- 
dependent of every other civil power, he in- 
troduced again by force, the military juriſdic- 
tion. He would not ſuffer military perſons, 
whether in criminal or civil caſes to be 
tried by, or appear before any court of judi- 
cature; not even in law-ſuits, or con- 
cerning wills or evidence, or ſimilar caſes, 
but they were to be tried by the military 
court, of which he himſelf is maſter and 
preſident, and in which he cauſes ſentences 
to be given as he pleaſes; or, if they are not 


to his mind, he arbitrarily changes them 
himſelf like the Grand Signior, 
L This 
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This military juriſdiction was chiefly in- 
ſtituted by Prince Maurice, as an effectual 
means for extending his power in theſe free 
countries; and all the following Stadtholders, 
impelled by the ſame domineering ſpirit, and 
in direct oppoſition to the warm complaints 
of the provinces, cities, and courts of law, 
againſt that dangerous innovation, have ever 
ſince the beginning of the laſt century, ſup- 
ported this their beloved mean, of oppreſſion, 
as one of the deareſt prerogatives of their dig- 
nity. Whoſoever objects againſt it, is ſure 
to incur the greateſt diſpleaſure of the court; 
of which Baron Fan der Capellen Totdenpol 
is a living proof. You plainly ſee, my 
countrymen! that by a natural conſequence. 
of this military juriſdiction, we cannot have 
any other law againſt military people, than 
what our maſter, the Prince, will pleaſe to 
grant us; whatever may be their crime, or 
whatever may be the amount of their debts. 
Many of you have experienced yourſelves, how 
Juſtice is managed by ſoldiers, who neceſſarily 


underſtand fighting better than law; and how 


troubleſome and expenfive it is to go for law 
to a foreign court, and to ſue military per- 
ſons 


#4 


fons at the Hague, before the high military 
court; but I return to my ſubject. 


The quarter of Nimeguen had bought the 
county of Cullenburg, with the property of the 
landholders. The fooliſh delegates, in order 
to make an offering to the ne idol, offered 
him that county and he accepted it. The 
Eaſt India Company preſented him with the 
thirty-third part of their dividend, and the 
Amphion Society, I do not know with 
how many actionc. All that he took. Can 
ſuch a man ſay with old Samuel, Behold, 
here J am; witneſs againſt me before the Lord, 
whoſe ox I have taken * Or whoſe aſs I have 
taken? Or whom have J oppreſſed? Or of 
whoſe hand received J any bribe? Can a 
Prince, who pretends to value himſelf on be- 
ing an object of affettion of a free people, and 
yet accepts for himſelf and for his family of 
a command, which is inconſiſtent with all 
the ideas of liberty; can ſuch à Prince, I 
ſay, ' ſeriouſly expect to be credited in his aſ- 
ſertions ? Believe me, my friends] whatever 
certain people may tell you, and whatever 
aſſurances our hereditary Stadtholders may 
give you of their intention to riſk every 


L 2 thing 
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thing for your liberty, and to defend it for in 
ever: believe me, falſehood and diſſimula- 
tion are as congenial to princes, as their con- 
tinual deſire of greater power. There is no 
liberty, there can be no liberty, in a land 
where a ſingle man has the hereditary com- 
mand of a great army; where he makes and 
unmakes the government, or can keep it un- 
der his controul and influence; where he 
diſpoſes of all the places; where, by his 
appointmnet of profeſſors, he may direct 
what the youths are to learn in the univer- 
ſities; where the people are kept in igno- 


p 
rance; where they are unarmed, and totally 
inſignificant. This, Batavians, is your ſitua- 
tions. But I return to Villiam IV. | f 


After the re-eſtabliſhment of the military 
juriſdiction, which the above-mentioned Ba- 
ron Van de Capellen Totdenpol, has very aptly 
called a hideous monſter, the game act 
drew his whole attention. The Stadtholders 
have always been very jealous of it, well 
knowing, that if but few are allowed to kill 
game, few only will learn to manage a gun; 
and that nations are eaſily kept in ſubjection, 
in 


or 
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in proportion as they are defenceleſs or unex- 
perienced in the uſe of arms. 
For the fame reaſon, but under other pre- 


tences, the ſhooting at the falcon or target, 
are fallen into diſrepute and diſuſe. 


The beſt thing that our William IV. ever 
did (for he was far from being the worſt of 
our Princes) was his attempt to introduce a 
free- port; that goods ſhould not pay any 
duties or cuſtoms, whetngg imported or ex- 
ported. 


A pity it is, that this point was not carried, 
for it is the only means of reviving our ſickly 
and languiſhing trade; and it would be wiſe 
and prudent to imitate early, in that reſpect, 
the example which the Emperor has lately 
ſet us. 


At the deceaſe of William IV. we fell into 
the hands of a female Regent. She ruled 
over us as we might have expected of an 
Engliſh Princeſs ; and, agreeably to the 
views for which the Engliſh had ſent her. 


Our commerce, we all well remember, ſhe 
left 
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left a prey to her repacious countrymen ; ſhe 
would not ſuffer it to be properly protected: 
nay, her impudence went ſo far, that by her ſe- 
cretary Larrey, (who was likewiſe a foreigner) 
ſhe openly anſwered the merchants, when 
they applied for protection, and men of war, 
It was become a point of honour with her, 
r not 70 grant any equipment of men war, 
&« ' without augmenting the army, which ſhe 
wanted for this only purpoſe, to ſend half of it 
to her father the King of England, of our 
hereditary enemies, and thus to engage us 1n 
a war with the King of France, who did us 


great ſervice, and granted us all poſſible 


commercial advantages. God, at laſt, de- 
livered us from that Jezabel, and then the 
government came, during the nonage of the 
preſent Stadtholder, into the hands of the 
States-General, or rather into thoſe of Duke 
Lewis of Brunſwick, whom William IV. in 
the decline of his life, had ordered from Ger- 
many; that after his deceaſe he might take 
care of his family-affairs, which indeed he 
did, beyond any expectation. I ſay, that he 
might take care of the affairs of the Houſe of 
Orange; for, properly ſpeaking, he had no- 


thing 
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thing to do with the affairs of the nation. He 
was not hired for that purpoſe. 


_ William V. our preſent Stadtholder being 
come to age, began, by the advice of this his 
truſty Achitophel, to go in the way of his 
fore-father ; that is to ſay, in the way to 
ſovereignty, or rather he acted the ſovereign, 


At Campen, twenty-nine members of the 
common- council, out of the thirty-fix, had 
united in a proteſt againſt the regulation of 
wardſhip of the young Prince, which the 
Princeſs Dowager and Regent would force 
upon them, and to which the common- 
councils of the other towns in Overyſſel 
had unwillingly agreed, as- it was an open 
infringement of their privileges. The Prin- 
ceſs Regent being dead, the magiſtrates, in 
conformity with their privileges, which ever 
ſince the earlieſt antiquity have been, and are 
ſtill reſpected amongſt them, proceeded to 
the annual election of their government, 
which conſiſts of fourteen burgomaſters, 
thirteen of whom were befriended by the 
Duke and his dependents, I mean the States 
General; and accordingly, they had the gar- 

riſon 
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riſon ready for aſſiſtance when it might be 


wanted. They continued in their places, tho 


they had not been elected for the following 
year ; and though they might have been ſu- 
perſeded and expelled, had the lawful election 
been properly ſupported, they continued in 
their offices, ſupported by the whole intereſt 
of the faction of Orange, in ſpite of the pro- 
teſt; and without any lawful election, they 
maintained themſelves in poſſeſſion of the 
chair. The common-council having found, 
that the publication of their election was pre- 
vented by force ; nay, feeing what had never 
been he ard of before, that during their delibe- 


- rations they were under a military guard, they 


drew up a memorial, in which they declared 


theſe pretendeds burgomaſters to be mere 
uſurpers and invaders, and diffolved the meet- 
ing for that day. Seven members of the aſ- 
ſembly, however, kept their feats, fortune- 
hunters, three of whom were ſoon after pro- 
moted to the place of burgomaſter ; and ſuch 


was the impudence of the thirteen burgo- 


maſters, that with theſe ſeven, whom at the 


deceaſe of any of the thirty-fix they reſtored 


with a creature of their own making, they 
took upon themſelves the government of the 
| town, 
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town, and have not ever fince admitted any 
of the other twenty- nine, though they were 
the majority; except ſome few, who at the 
expiration of two years were weary of inac- 
tivity, and ſubmitted to ſign a certain paper. 
Nay, the thirteen burgomaſters dared to ſend 
2 reſolution to their collegue Mr. Roldanus, 
ordering him, who was of the party of the 
oppreſſed common-council, to be preſent at 
the meeting of the magiſtrates, when the af- 
fairs of the twenty-nine were to be taken 
into conſideration. The diſmiſſed, or rather 
the neglected twenty-nine (for that trick of 
regelt i is become familiar to the court- party 
in Overyſſel, as will directly appear from 
the caſe of Baron Van der Capellen) have never 
ſince ſound any protection, not even from 
the preſent Stadtholder; who, when come 
to age, inſtead of diſapproving the violence 
offered to them, inſtead of putting them again 
into the poſſeſſion of their places, has rather, 
to this very day, given public proofs of appro- 
bation, favour, and confidence, to the authors 
and moſt active promoters of that ſcandalous 
violation. 


Profeſſor Van do Marck, a reer 
honeſt and learned man, who greatly pro- 
X moted 


8 ; 
moted the flouriſhing ſtate of the Univerſity 
of Groeningen, inculcated to his ſtudents, 
principles and ſentiments of liberty; ſenti- 
ments, however; which inſtead of being dan- 
gerous, were rather very favourable to the 
family of the Stadtholder, for which he al- 
ways profeſſed the higheft reſpect. 


But the word, the very name of liberty, was 
not to be ſuffered. Our Maſter, the Prince, 
would not forgive this profeſſor, for not em- 
ploying his talents, as others did, fornot train- 
ing young ſlaves for his ſervice. He was ex- 
pelled from the univerſity, under pretence of 
heterodoxy; ; he had his place taken from him 
in the moſt illegal and infamous manner. The 
poor man had a numerous family; yet the 
Prince was not aſhamed to own in his letters 
and advices, which have been publiſhed, that 
he himſelf acted the principal part in this 
buſineſs: that the objected heterodoxy was 
only the pretended, not the true cauſe, of his 
diſmiſſion, appears not only from his having 
been ſince called to another foreign reformed 
univerſity, where he has got church perfer- 
ment, but chiefly from this circumſtance, 
that when Mr. Perrenot was called to the 
profeſſion of Vander March, and begged to 
bk 4051 | be 
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be excuſed from accepting it, as he was of 
the ſame religious perſuaſion and-ptinciples,: 
the Prince ordered the curators of the uni- 
verfity to declare to him, that if he would 
accept the profeſſorſhip, he ſhould be excuſed 
from - ſigning the articles of Unity. The 
only object then under the pretence of hete- 


rodox principles, had been the removal of 
poor Mr. Van der Marck. | 


Baron Van der Capellen, Lord Van Den pol, 
and one of the nobles of Overyſſel, was 
made one of the aſſembly of the ſtates, yet 
he was determined never to accept any place 
or commiſſion under government; as he of- 
ten and openly declared, as well before as af-' 
ter his election; and his veracity and con- 
ſtancy, in ſpite of his enemies, he has fairly 
proved by his conduct in the ſaid aſſembly. 
He conceived, that, if that ſmall ſhare of 
liberty, which the Stadtholders have left us, 
was to be preſerved, no time was to be loſt; 
and that the daily encroachments and increaſing 
power of the Houſe of Orange, muſt be op- 
poſed in a moſt public and ſerious manner. 
Now as the greateſt ſupport of its power and 
influence is the army, the Baron always op- 

M 2 poſed 


poſed its augmentation and inſiſted. that a 


ſtop ſhould be put to the employment of 
foreigners, in conſequence of the inalienable 
tight of every citizen in a free ſtate, to be 


* alone employed in the ſervice of their coun 


« try, becauſe they alone pay its taxes. Theſe 
were his own words, which in 1773 he 
was heard to utter in the preſence. of our 
Prince. 


When the commiſſions in Overyſlel were 
again to be diſpoſed of, he ſent to our 
William V. a very memorable letter, to which 
he never has had the favour of an anſwer. 
He repreſented to him, that the regulation of 
government required a nomination” of ſome 
perſons for the vacant commiſſions, ſimilar to 
what had been given not long ago, during 
the life of the late Princeſs Regent. Here- 


minded him, that he and every other member 


of the ſtate had given their oath to obſerve 
that regulation ; and modeſtly pointed out 
the conſequences, which might ariſe from 
the neglect of ſuch a fundamental law. At 
the ſame time the Baron, as member of the 
ſtate, delivered a ſimilar propoſition to the 
States of Overyſſel. But theſe gentlemen, 
being, 
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being, like the repreſentatives of all the 
other inland provinces, dependents and vaſ- 
ſals of the Prince, refuſed to take the matter 
into deliberation; therefore the Prince, in 
defiance of his oath, diſpoſed of the com- 
miſſions without any nomination of the 
States, and the States approved of his diſpo- 
ſals without any retroſpect to the Baron's 
proteſt. | L001 


The King of England having conſidered 
with the Prince how they might involve 
our republic in the difficulties, which the 
oppreſſion of the Americans had brought 
upon the Engliſh, and how they might moſt 
effectually prevent us from reaping any ad- 
vantages from them, and from extending our 
trade, they agreed, that the Prince himſelf, 
like an Engliſh commiſſary, ſhould apply, in 
preſſing terms, to the ſeveral States of the 
provinces, and deſire them to lend our Scotch 
regiments to his nephew and ally. 


The propoſal was accepted by all the pro- 
vinces; but our Baron, in Overyſſel, ſaw 
through all the danger of that ſtep ; pointed 
it out clearly, and flatly refuſed compliance 

with 
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with this inſidious requeſt; which had been 
made with this view, that, had this part of 
our army paſſed the water, we ſhould have 
been engaged deeper and deeper, juſt as in 
1742. A few weeks after, the city of Am- 
ſterdam gave à ſimilar negative, but in a 
more prudent manner. 9117 


The Baron ſaw not only the conſequences, 
which the loan of thoſe troops muſt have 
produced on the peace and welfare of his 
country; he was not only ſenſible of the in- 
iquity which would have diſgraced us, 
had we aſſiſted towards the oppreſſion of 
people, who had never offended us, and who 
fought for a juſt cauſe; he obſerved, like- 
wiſe, the ſecret plan of our Prince, which 
was to make this loan a pretext for getting 
more regiments under his command ; for it 
would have been found expedient, firſt to 
levy ſome new regiments in the place of the 
Scots, and then to keep them altogether with 
thoſe that had been ſent to the Weſt. Some- 


thing like that had happened formerly. The 


Baron, having laid open this ſcheme, de- 


clared, in plain old Dutch language, 


that he turned more averſe, every day, to 
any 


fr 


1 87 J 

any augmentation of the army, as long as 
that monſter of the military juriſdiction had 
any exiſtence. How glad would our William 
have been, had it been in his power to filence 
him! He, and his faithful ally, the King of 
England, had puſhed their demand of pub- 
lic ſatisfaction to ſuch a pitch, as almoſt to 
drive this unſupported gentleman from his 
own country ! But to all appearance, the time 
was not yet come for depriving us of ſo ex- 
cellent a citizen. 


Molſenbuttel, his ſworn enemy, gueſſed, 
from the firm character of this patriot, that 
ſooner or later he would bring himſelf into a 
more dangerous predicament. The Prince 
was fatisfied, that all the Baron's proteſts 
were cancelled from the records of ſtate; and 
that a ſtrict watch was now kept upon him 
in order to expel him, with any opportunity, 
from the aſſembly of the States. This wiſhed- 
for opportunity at length arrived. The Baron, 
conſcious of his oath and duty, and thinking 
himſelf obliged to reſiſt any injuſtice, and to 
protect the invaded rights and liberties of the 
landholders, aſſerted the rights of the peaſants 
in his province, who were oppreſſed by be- 


ing 
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ing compelled to perform unlawful ſervices 
to the States ; he proved, that theſe ſervices 
of the Droſſarts were never permitted; that 
they were prohibited three hundred years 
ago; that they were diſagreeable even to our 
tyrant Philip; that the States graning, in 
1631, an augmentation to the penſion of the 
Droſſarts, had expreſsly forbid them any other 
kind of perſonal ſervice or other emoluments; 
he inſiſted, that perſonal ſervice ought to be 
aboliſhed for ever; and that at all events the 
preſent Droſſarts might have an indemnifica- 
tion for them out of the provincial treaſury. 
The Prince, not bearing that the boors and 


country- people ſhould know any thing about 
the principles of liberty and civil ſociety, 


and that the Baron had printed and publiſhed 


a memorial on perſonal ſervice, which can- 
didly inſtructed them in thoſe principles, did 
not conſider, that by birth and family he was 


a repreſentative of his country; his well 


known creatures were ſet to work; every 
one of them has fince been rewarded by his 


Highneſs by publick diſtinctions, places, and 


commiſſions ; and the Baron was, without any 
form of proceſs, expelled the aſſembly of 
the States; an expulſion, which has now for 

three 
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three years been in force! It is true, the 
ſame policy, which was obſerved with regard 
to the twenty-nine common-councilmen and 
to the burgomaſter Roldanus, at Campen, has 
been obſerved with regard to the Baron. He 
has not been abſolutely expelled or diſmiſſed. 
No. He is ſtill a nominal member of the 
States ; has ſtill, as I know from good autho- 


rity, acceſs to the provincial papers; is ſtill 


paid, I think, a hundred guilders, as other 
noble members of the State; and is, in every 
other reſpect, conſidered as one, except that 
he is for ever excluded from the aſſemblies, 
where they were galled with his vote and op- 
poſition. They have not only refuſed repa- 
ration of honour to their fellow Regent of 
the States, whom, in a publick placart of 
October 27, 1778, they called by his name, 
a liar and ſeducer of the people: but the 
impudence of the nobles in Overyſſel has 
even gone ſo far, in their laſt provincial 
meeting, as to reply to the Baron's repeatedand 


preſſing deſire of an amicable compoſition of 


their differences, ** that it would expoſe and 
«© degrade their honour and authority; that 
their poſterity would blame them for it; 
that the — of the State put them ra- 
N «« ther 
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*«« ther under a neceſſity of applying to a 
« court of juſtice, to have ſatisfaction for 
* the injury he, the Baron Van depol, had 
« done them; and other ſuch futile inſo- 
lence they threw out, which muſt appear the 
more fooliſh and ridiculous, as they never 
had been prevented from going to law ; and 
the Baron had already, in November 1779, 
endeavoured to force them, by legal means, 


either to begin their ſuit or to be filent for 


ever, 


For ſhame, Prince! Are not all your replies 
to his petitions publiſhed, in which, without 
any hearing, you have declared him guilty? 
Have not all the papers appeared in print, 
which have any reference to this ſcandalous 
affair, and to your cruel deſign? You mean 
to do as your forefathers did. They annihi- 
lated the nobility of Zealand, ſeizing and 


holding their ſeats and votes in the afſembly, - 


under the bare pretence of their being the 
firſt amongſt the nobility. You mean to do 
2s you and your forefathets have done to the 
towns and cities, which you have brought 
under your command; and whoſe magiſtrates, 
in ſo many provinces, you can by your ſo- 

vereign 
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vereign will and pleaſure appoint or diſmiſs. 
You mean, in the ſame manner, to ſubdue 
thoſe of the nobility, who are not yet quite 


under your ſway. Your intention. is to make 


all the parts of government equally depending 
on you ;* and thoſe that are refractory to your 
bribes and invitations, and dare to oppoſe 
you, you mean to ruin, by a hired majority, 
who never will be in want of pretences for 
doing miſchief and for ſerving you.—All 
who are friends to their country—all who 
do their duty—who incur your diſpleaſure, 
will, at your command, be driven from their 
ſeats by that majority of ſlaves, which you 
have it in your power to indemnify at all 


events. The moſt innocent and worthy 


members of the ſtate, you can outlaw by 
your ruffians ; and at your pleaſure you can 
make them take away places, and hereditary 
and inalierable rights. O! William V. I do 


not ſummon you before God and the nation, 


to exculpate yourſelf from theſe articles of 
accuſation ; nor do I ſummon your tools, 


that without your countenance would not 


have dared to perpetrate ſuch crimes ; but I 
ſpeak to you alone, who employed and ſup- 
ported them, and in the perſon of Baron Van- 

| Na” der 
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der Capellen, have 1njured, perſecuted, and 


endangered every other member of the State 


I know very well that this affair, and the 
war with England, is confidered by the na- 
tion in a quite different manner from what 
you expected. I know, likewiſe, that it begins 
to embaraſs you; and that, would the Ba- 
ron apply to you again, you might, perhaps, 
for the fake of external decorum, allow him 
ſome fort of trial; but I hope he is too well 
acquainted with your hoſtile diſpoſition to- 
wards him, and knows too much of your in- 
fluence, to think any more of that reſource. 
The fate of Barnevelt, of the De Witts, of 
Amſterdam, and other men and places, muſt 
have taught him what a Stadtholder is capable 
of doing, and what others will do for a 
Stadtholder. He cannot, therefore, have any 
r2aſons for being defirous of a trial; and it is 
almoſt inconceivable, that he ſhould have fo 
often inſiſted on a trial, and ſhould even have 
attempted to compel the States of Overyſſel 
to that meaſure by the action for defamation, 
which he had brought againſt them, 


Is 
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Is there of all your anceſtors any one, 
that deaf to ſo many bitter complaints of ſo 
many members of the State, and of ſo many 
Courts of Juſtice, has dared to ſupport-and to 
enforce the military juriſdiction as ſtubbornly 
and openly as yourſelf? In that reſpect you 
have outdone even Villiam III. whom you 
have been heard to accuſe of having neglected 


the prerogatives of the Stadtholders. 


The liberty and ſafety of a nation, which 
raiſed you and your Houſe to conſequence, 
and always honoured you with the greateſt 
confidence, you deſpiſed ſo much in 1768, 
that you ordered a citizen and merchant at 
Zutphen to be puniſhed by the garriſon and 
military court. The leaſt aggravating cir- 
cumſtance of this crime, was his innocent 
ſuffering; but, when the States of Geldern, 
your maſters, had all your judicial proofs, 
concerning this matter, ſent to therh, you 
dared to tell them in your letter of May- 3, 
1768, * that you conſidered the official re- 
ports of your officers as full proofs and 
that the citizen, who was a priſoner under 
the provoſt, could not have been releaſed 


without your ſpecial inquiry and N88 
« miſſion.” 
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* miſſion. As if the States had no right 
to give orders to the army in their provinces. 
Beſides, you have paſſed a military ſentence on 
a citizen, upon no other proof than theſe 
reports ;—a ſentence which you have it in 
your power to pronounce yourſelf, or to have 
pronounced by others, according to your 
will and pleaſure. In theſe two articles, 
Sir, you have abſolutely ſupplanted the 
moſt ſacred rights of our nation, in ſuch a 
manner, that in theſe dwellings of the old 
Batavians, not any aſylum is left againſt your 
armed hand. Exculpate yourſelf if you 
Citizens, under your government, have of- 
ten been ill- treated by military officers, with- 
out ever obtaining any ſatisfaction, though the 
magiſtrates of their reſpective towns inſiſted 


upon it in the moſt ſolemn manner; and re- 


preſented to you the precarious and dangerous 
ſtate of liberty and property, if 'thoſe ex- 
ceſſes of the army were not prevented for the 
future. But you aim at a military govern- 
ment over us, and therefore you ſee with 
pleaſure, that the ſoldiery, your flaves and 
tools, lord it over us; for this reaſon you 
always 


LW 1 

always protect them, ſo that we cannot live 
with them as brothers and members of the 
fame politic body, nor ſhow them the re- 
ſpect, which is due to their noble calling 
when it is not miſapplied. We are almoſt 
afraid when we behave a blue coat. 


Is there a ſingle article of any funda- 
mental law, on which you have not en- 
croached, well knowing, that we have no 
ſpirit left to defend our laws? Is there any 
place in the gift of the States or Corpo- 
rations, which you do not often invade for 
yourſelf, or your paraſites ? Are not thoſe, 
who have any places to give, under an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of diſpoſing of them haſtily 
and ſecretly, for fear of your indiſcreet re- 
commendations, which no body dares to 
neglect? Have you any regard for the votes 
of the States in caſe of grievances? How 
many Burgomaſters have you, ſince the be- 
ginning of your government, forced upon 
the cities of Geldern and other provinces, in 
defiance of their privileges ; many that were 
no burghers, many that were too young to 
take their oaths, or many that were diſqua- 
lified by other places which they held be- 


fore ? 
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fore? But privileges are your abomination ; 


they confine your power, and were they pro- 
perly ſupported, there would be an end to 


your arbitrary government. 'The corpora- 


tions of ſworn commoners in the towns of 


Geldern, are the only ſupport and foundation 
of our common liberty. Why do you ſuffer 


tnem to fall into decay, diſreſpe& and po- 


verty? For no other reaſon, than that you 
will not ſuffer any oppoſition, and mean to 


rule over us without controul. 


Who has entitled you to to grant permil. 
fions of hunting to unqualified perſons ? 
Who has entitled you to take the right of 


Hunting away from many who had it with- 


out your grant ? Or to make thoſe arbitrary 
and tyrannical foreſt and game regulations, 


which, introducing again the horrors of 
inquiſition, are the natural cauſes of thou- 


ſands of perjuries and intolerable. vexations 
of the country people. Do not the poor 
country people in the Yelauwe curſe your 


name? Fatigued and harraſſed out by their 


hard labour in the day-time, they have no 
reft at night; as in time of war, they muſt 
watch their fields and crops againſt the ſtags 


and 
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and deer, which your father imported from 
abroad, and which under your immediate 
protection and for your entertainment alone, 
live, and fatten, and multiply at the coſt, and 
by the labour of the poor country people. 
If you had the leaſt feelings for the peaſants, 
as the moſt uſeful members of the commu- 
nity; if you had any feelings of humanity, 

you muſt have long ago given a favourable 
hearing to the humble petitions of the poor 
country people in Overyſſel. They requeſted 
you in a publick manner, that you would be 
pleaſed to free them from the illegal and flaviſh 
perſonal ſervices, which the Droſſarts, your 
creatures, have forced upon them. Had 
you complied with their requeſt, Baron 
Van der Capellen could not have had any 
reaſon to complain in his treatiſe on per- 
ſonal ſervices, that, though the provincial 
treaſury is put to great expence for watch- 
ing and keeping your deer and game, yet 
no proviſion is made for midwives; nor 
would you be ſo dreadfully accountable to 
God and man for the lives of ſo many poor 
children, and of ſo many women ſo fatal- 
ly treated in child-bed. Be aſſured, you 


will meet with a ſevere retaliation here- 
O after, 
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after, for the abuſe of your enormous power 
here, 


Who is fayoured with your confidence, 
but thoſe whom you and your Achitophel 
know beforehand to be accompliſhed knaves, 
or whom you may expect to prove ſuch af- 
ter their preferment ? Are not by far the 
greater part of your favourites, the moſt 
abandoned wretches of the human race? 


What kind of men do you chuſe in the 


provinces, to fit in the aſſembly of | the 
States, in the privy council, in the admi- 


ralties, and in other publick courts? Do 


not you chuſe thoſe only, who are abandoned 
enough to {ſell their votes; who are ſhame- 
fully ignorant, or who are too timid to make 
any proper and ſpirited oppoſition ? The 


man of honour, the man of knowledge, 


the brave patriot, the man who dares to 
ſpeak and who can ſpeak, you conſider as your 
enemies ; you ſhun their ſociety, you fear 
them, they will not do for your paste, 
they are dangerous perſons. | 


Why 
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Why do not you employ Baron Van der 
Capellen Lord Van der Marſet ? You will not 
employ him, in ſpite of Burghersand Boors, 
and all thoſe who know his character. Why 
do you hate this patriot ? For no other reaſon, 
but becauſe he can ſpeak, and dares to ſpeak ; 
becauſe he is a hearty friend of Baron Van 
der  Capellen Totdenpol ; becauſe he has 
made your plan abortive for afſembling an 
army, that you might the better lor@ it aver 
us, and have your ſoldiers the better at com- 
mand; becauſe he always inſiſts on the 
augmentation of the navy, and on an alliance 
with France and America ; becauſe he voted 
for the immediate acceptance of the offered 
armed neutrality ; becauſe he adviſed the de- 
fence of our unfortunate country againſt the 
Britiſh attack, and againſt your treacherous in- 
fluence; becauſe he deems it to be deteſtable 
and intolerable, that the Scots, ſtill under 
_ oath and allegiance to England, are not only 
kept in our ſervice, but, what after-times 
will ſearce believe, were likewiſe intended 
by your patriotick propoſition, even to be 
augmented in the courſe of this treacherous 
war with England ; becauſe he has dared 
to ſtand forth in defence of the rights of our 
O 2 gallant 
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gallant countrymen, who ſhould be employed 


in the military ſervice of their own coun- 
try; and becauſe he finds it inexcuſable in 
you, to. diſpoſe of the beſt and principal 
military commiſſions - in favour of foreign 
Princes, Dukes, Counts, and other great 
perſons, while you negle& the natives. 
Theſe are the crimes of this nobleman. 
He is a dangerous man. 'Twould be for- 
tunate for you, if the nobility in Zutphen 
were as complaiſant and tame as the nobility 
in Overyſſel. Then you might eaſily remove 
this troubleſome opponent. 


Is not the manner, in which you have 
at laſt been ſucceſsful enough to remove from 
the State aſſembly of Holland, that warm and 
independent advocate 'of our commerce and 
welfare, the gallant Yan Berkel, a proof, 
that you dare, and can do any thing ? Not 
having dependents enow at Amſterdam 
to ſubdue him, you bring to your aid your 
friend Yorke, in the name of your nephew 
the King of England; and, though he was 
but a ſervant of his maſters, whoſe com- 
mands. he was to execute, and for which, 
not he, but his employers were anſwerable, 

though 
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though he was not guilty of any offence 
againſt the King of England, you ſuffered 
him to be called to an account and to be 
involved in great difficulties. Nor did that 
ſatisfy you. Even the brother of our pa- 
triotick and univerſally beloved penſionary, 
was to feel your hatred ; and by your con- 
trivance, he was excluded from the burgo- 
maſterſhip of Rotterdam, to which he was, 
by his rank, the next ſucceſſor, 


How ſhamefully and deſpotically have 
you abuſed and miſapplied your right of 
granting pardons? Inſtead of proving a 
means of ſoftening the ſeverity of theftaws in 
favour of unfortunate malefactors, you have 
given aſylums to the moſt abominable 
wretches, that henceforth they may proceed 
with impunity in the perpetration of their 
crimes, O! William] where ſhall we have ſe- 
curity againſt you in our own country ? You 


even grant impunity to the mot barbarous aſ- 
ſaſſins. 


How have you uſed the army? Have you 
ever pitied the hard fat of 36, ooo men, who 
for the miſerable pittance of 28d. have 

b | ſold 
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fold their liberties and lives, and are lite. 
rally ſlaves? Have you enſured to us the 
affection of theſe men, by a permanent aug. 
mentation of pay, in conſequence of Baron 
Van der Capellen's propoſal in Overyflel, in 
1773, or by the liberal grant of 700,000 
florins, which the city of Amſterdam  af- 
ſigned you for that purpoſe? Your irre- 
fiſtible ambition of having a greater number 


of troops under your command,'is the cauſe 


why their pay has been augmented only for a 
ſhort time, and why the army is deprivedof the 


permanent enjoyment of ſo conſiderable a ſum 


of money. Have not you ſent away the old 
officers, who were in full pay andenjoyment 
of their companies? Have not you filled 
their places with young adventurers without 
pay, and have not you by ſo doing rendered 
the army uſeleſs for publick ſervice? Whom 
but you muſt the army thank for thoſe con- 
tinual vexations of exerciſing ſoldiers, chang- 
ing of garriſons, and a variety of ſuperfluous 
diſcipline? To what does all this tend! 
Is it to train the army of the State? No! 
It is merely to make them forget, that 
they are men and fellow- ſubjects, to 
keep them abſolutely ſeparated from the na- 

tion, 


_ — —e * 


L 103 J 
tion, to deprive them of every ſenſe of hu- 
manity, and to make them blind and ob- 
ſequious tools of your pleaſure. 


With what intention do you carry the 
military diſcipline ſo far, as to ſubject 
officers and private inen, without diſtinc- 
tion, to ſuperior command, even in reſpect 
to their private and domeſtic affairs? Can- 
not every one in the army, ſupported by 
you, exert his authority over thoſe, that 
are but one degree under him, in things that 
have no reference whatever to military ſervice? 
Have not we ſeen even women dragged to 
the guard-houſes? Whence proceeds this 
conduct? I ſhall tell it you, Prince. You 
are the crown and centre of the illegal power 
which as exerciſed by the army. It flows 
from you alone, The more ſervile the 
army is, the freer and the more independent 
you are, the more you may truſt them, if 
ever you ſhould order them ſuch ſervice, 
as they would refuſe to perform, if they 
were free-men and fellow-citizens. The 
time for trying that experiment is perhaps. 
drawing near. Our troops, whilſt they con- 
ſiſted of inlanders, were ſatisfied and hap- 
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py, and behaved always well. Liberty is 
perfectly conſiſtent with the moſt exact 
diſcipline. But it is the higheſt pitch 
of tyranny to drive along free warriors like a 
herd of cattle, and to ſubject them in 
their domeſtick affairs to the command and 
authority of their officers. Are not you ab- 
ſolute and arbitrary in the military pro- 
motions? Many brave men have been, and 
are daily driven from the ſervice in deſpair, 
merely becauſe you chuſe to fill a vacancy 
with your fayourites and your foreigners. 


The vengeance of heaven is loudly called 
for, when a foreign Baron, who was broke 
in the Imperial army, and baniſhed from 
the Imperial dominions for having commit- 
ted a rape, was placed in our horſe as Co- 
lonel, with an expectation of the next vacant 
company ; and that you ſhould have treated 
the remonſtrances of the moſt reſpectable 
magiſtrates againſt this ſcandalous advance- 
ment with ſupreme contempt, and anſwered 
them in the moſt deſpotical ſtyle; viz. that it 
muſt remain fo, and that you were not in- 
clined to make any alteration' in it. 


Have 
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Have not you placed in the regiment of 
Baden two foreigners, one a Polander and 
the other a baſtard of the Margrave's, both 
with Captains commiſſions and an expec- 


tation of the next vacant company ? Has 
not this given great offence to many worthy 


officers ? and has not one of them thrown 
up his commiſſion on that account. ? 


Why have you encumbered Holland with 
ſo many troops, and chiefly with foreigners, 
or regiments that are commanded by fo- 
reign officers? Is it to oppoſe an Engliſh 
invaſion ? That pretext is too abſurd to be 
admitted. The truth is, that you and 
your friends meant to raiſe by this war an 
inſurrection. Had this inſurrection turned 
againſt the patriots (for it was chiefly aim- 
ed at them, and ſuch was your expectation 
of the event, that the Engliſh newſpapers 
ſpoke of it as an unavoidable accident, which 
actually had taken place at Amſterdam) then 
ſurely you would have employed theſe troops 
for the purpoſe of cruſhing the patriotick 
party, and of uſurping, in the general con- 
fuſion, a greater power. But as matters 
have turned otherwiſe, and the people are 
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rather inclined to oppoſe you and to inſiſt 
upon redreſs of their grievances, your in- 
tention is to check the diſſatisfied by your 
troops and by your hirelings in the govern- 
ment. This is your ſcheme, and the plain 
reaſon why you want encampments, why you 
have hitherto kept all the troops in Holland, 


which is the moſt powerful province, and 


why you retain, all over the country, your 
ſpies, that find their way into all our com- 
panies and abſolutely deprive us of the plea- 
fures of free fociety. Is it not you, Sir! 
who have made our nation fearful, reſerved, 
and hypocritical, and ſpoiled our old open 
Dutch characters? Are not you inquiſitive 
even into private and facred eorreſpon- 
dence ? g 


What has been your conduct, ſince the 
beginning of the American war, towards 
our merchants, towards our country, and 
its deareſt intereſts? You have always been 
connected in a ſervile manner, with the in- 
tereſt of the royal family in England, which, 
I aver, has always had a deſign to ſubdue 
this country, and to ſeize and ruin our 
commerce ; and with thoſe views, has twice 
2 procured 
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procured the Stadtholderſhip to your fami- 
ly. Thinking that we are ſtill too ſtrong 
for them, and {till in too proſperous a ſtate 
to court their relation, they have now in- 
tended to make you an abſolute ſovereign ; 
and thus you have not -permitted us to re- 
fiſt the violences and robberies of theſe your 
friends nd allies. You would not have us 
armed in def-nce of our power at ſea, where 
thouſands of ſeamen and greater property, 
than the whole State revenue of the three 
provinces of Gueldres, Utrecht, and Over- 
yſſel, are left to the bare protection of 
treaties, and to the diſcretion of your 
Engliſh ferocious robbers and blood-hounds. 
The complaints of the merchants, who 
ſpoke in behalf of ſo many thouſands, nay 
in behalf of the whole nation, and their 
petitions were alike deſpiſed by you, The 
blood of your countrymen, who were 
abuſed, tortured and murdered by your Eng- 
liſhmen at ſea, cried in vain for your ven- 
geance. Your Engliſhmen demanded, that 
merely out of friendſhip for them we ſhould 
give up one of the maſt profitable branches of 
trade, which was offered to us in time of 
war, and was offered to ws alone, whole 
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commerce is inconſiderable in time of peace, 
to us, who muſt and can live and proſper 
only by neutrality in time of war; and you 
left our land, and its inhabitants, and all 
the ſhips, which carry timber and other 
ſtores, wholly unprotected; you neglect- 
ed the proteſts of Amſterdam and other 
leſs powerful branches of the common- 
wealth, and you pretended that the repub- 
lick was not ſufficiently armed for defending 
their rights againſt the Engliſh. But cer- 
tainly that was not the caſe. Under pre- 
tence of our not being ſufficiently armed, 
you kept back the general convoys; and to 
prevent us from ever giving a ſufficient 
protection to our ſhips, you privately put 
every kind of obſtruction to our building 
and arming of men of war. Only for the 
ſake of ſhow and of occaſional excuſe, you 
paſſed a reſolution, that hfſt, two-and-thirty, 
and then, twoiand-fifty men of war ſhould be 
got ready. It is\hardey upon the merchants that 
they ſhould be at” the expence of their own 
protection, than it yyould be upon the inland 
provinces when left to their own ſtrength. 
They colle& and pay chearfully their heavy 
and oppreſſiye burthens; they pay them in 
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expectation of that protection, which they 
have never yet obtained. 


ls not this perfidy? Are not you, Sir, 
the true, the only cauſe of the late numerous 
loſſes, and of the ruin of ſo many honeſt 
merchants? Are not you in juſtice bound 
to indemnify them? What plea can you 
urge, when you muſt be ſenſible you are 
amenable to law for your negle& of duty? 
Anſwer theſe . charges, Captain-General of 
the Netherlands, Admiral, and Commander 
of the ſea! - | 


The Empreſs of Ruſſia offered us a de- 
fenſive alliance. She ſent her ſhips in order 
to join ours. Are not you alone the cauſe, 
that we did not directly enter into the al- 
liance? Have not you, by your ſhameful 
delay, given time to your friends the Eng- 
liſh, to try their briberies and other arts, 
and thus to make that well-planned alli- 
ance vaniſh into ſmoke? This could not 
have happened, had we directly joined our 


fleet to that of the Empreſs, which for 


that purpoſe was cruizing before the Texel. 
Let not the Prince attempt to excuſe him- 
| ſelf. 
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felf. The 1 are too well known, in 
which you diſſuaded the States from en- 
tering into that alliance, though in this 
inſtance they paid more reſpect to the peo- 
ple than to you. Vour ſcheme was evidently 
of too dangerous a nature. Great however 
is the ſervice, which by counteracting and 
preventing this alliance of an armed neu- 
trality, you have done to your Engliſh 
friends ; for had it taken place, there would 
have been an end of their empire of the 
ſea, You may depend upon their ' grati- 
tude ; they may perhaps keep their word, 
and, as Yorke has made you believe, your 
daughter may become one day Queen of 
England, and one of the Engliſh Princeſſes 
may be married to your ſon, our hereditary 
Prince. 


Can you aver before God, that you never 
attempted to drag us into a war with France 
and America? Can you deny, that, when 

that attempt miſcarried, you had previous 
- notice and knowledge of the war, which the 
Engliſh have begun againſt us? That you 
endeavoured to keep us defenceleſs at fea ? 
That you foreſaw the difficulties which that war 
muft 
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muſt bring upon our defenceleſs country, 
and which you hoped to charge on the inno- 
cent, the abſolutely innocent magiſtrates of 
Amſterdam, the penſionary Van Berkel, the 
two Vander Capellens, the petitionary mer- 
chants, and other honeſt men? Did not you 
hope and expect, that the people would be 
impoſed upon as formerly; that they would 
raiſe tumults and inſurrections? And for the 
ſalvation of the country, inveſt you with 
greater power, that is, with abſolute ſo- 
vereignty ? Did not you intend to ſupport 
theſe inſurrections with your ſoldiery ? Do 
not deny, William, that this favourite ſcheme 
and conduct of your anceſtors has been pro- 
ſecuted by you ; do not deny your own letter 
to the States of Friezland, dated January 29, 
1779, in which you ſpeak of the equitable 
meaſures of the King of France, our natural 
ally, againſt ſome members of our Republick, 
who, under your influence, had publickly 
declared themſelves in favour of the Engliſh, 
his enemies, and in which you dare to ſpeak 
of them in ſuch a manner, that it is aſtoniſh- 
ing that this powerful monarch has not long 
ago reſented your inſolence againſt you and 
your Engliſh faction? Do not deny your 

ſtubborn 
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ſtubborn partiality for England, and your 
intimacy, and correſpondence with Yorke, in 
which you have long perſiſted, and in which 
poſſibly you ſtill proceed? Can you deny 
your inveterate hatred of all thoſe that ſeem 
to countenance your Engliſh ſentiments ? 
Your ſentiments are evinced by the pleaſure, 


by the zeal, with which you were employed 


in laying before their High Mightineſſes the 
papers which were taken with the American 
ambaſſador Laurens. You delivered them 
| yourſelf; you accompanied them with ſe- 
vere remarks, with every acrimony that 
| tended to involve the people of Amſterdam, 
and our other patriots, in difficulties. Your 
ſentiments were evinced by the joyful coun- 
tenances of your courtiers at our diſtreſſes. 
They were evinced, by that unnatural ſatis- 
faction which you dared to ſnow, when the 
news of the engagement with Parker, on 
the th of Auguſt arrived, when you were 
heard to ſay (theſe are your own words) 
« that the Engliſh had not firuck neither.” 
Your villainy is likewiſe betrayed by the ex- 
ultation of your Lady from Guelderland, which 
ſhe imprudently and openly ſhewed at the loſs 
of St. Euſtatius ; adding, that this change 
« of 


E 
16 of affairs was neceſſary to bring the proud 
„ ſpirit of Amſtecdam to reaſon.” This 
Lady lives with you upon the moſt intimate 


terms; ſhe muſt be well acquainted with 


your manner of thinking; for you are as 
looſe in your moral principles as other Prin- 
ces, and give her the preference to your 
blooming and new-married Princeſs. You 
are as fully betrayed by the ſatisfaction of 
your court at the numerous bankruptcies of 
the merchants, and by the prgjudice which, 


at your inſtigation, our Republick has al- 


ways ſhown againſt the Americans, to ſuch a 
degree, that the exportation of gun-powder 
to our colonies has been prohibited; and that 
even our Weſt-India traders have been put to 
a very ſhort allowance of that commodity for 
their- own uſe, whilſt the German ſlaves, 


bought for the ſervice of England, in order 


to fight againſt the Americans, were ſuffered 
to march through our country, and to be 
publickly reviewed, with the aſſiſtance * 


our garriſon, at Nimeguen. 


Vou are ſo headſtrong, that you rather 
would ſee our country ſunk in the ocean 
than diſmiſs from your perſon the Duke of 
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Brunſwick, though he is become an object 
of publick hatred, and for that very reaſon 
he is unfit to do us any ſervice as your coun- 
ſellor, even upon a ſuppoſition that he was a 
man of the ſtricteſt honour. Your infamous 
direction of our naval affairs; your ſending 
out, one by one, of more than twenty men 
of war, a very ſhort time before the rupture, 
though you Knew before-hand that they 
might be taken, one by one: your keeping 
back of the orders for failing, when a few of 
our men of war might have taken the 
convoy with German recruits, which was 
intended for America ; a capture which 
would have conſiderably weaked the Engliſh 
army; your ſending of Zoutman and his 
heroes with ſo ſmall a force; your private 
and verbal orders, which even a Lynden found 
exceptionable, and a hundred other inſtances 
of that kind, too long and too numerous to 
be mentioned here, betray ou, and the object 
which you have in view. 


But what need have we of proofs, when 
the effects ſpeak againſt you. You can do 
every thing in our republick. In moſt of 
the provinces, in the aſſembly of the States- 
General, 


Ls ww a 


a 
8 
5 
n 


115 | 
General, in ,the Colleges of Admiralty, in 
the Privy-Counc!l, which are altogether be- 
ſet with your creatures, you can model what 
reſolution you pleaſe. If you have a mind 


to it, you can make every one do his duty. 


We have ſeen, we have experienced what 
you can do. You might have long ago or- 
dered your vaſſals, your inland provinces, and 
your admiralties, to {end a ſquadron to ſea: I 
ſay, you might have ordered them, for ſcarce 
any body is admitted into the higher col- 
leges but your dependents. You alone re. 
preſent the Szates-General, the Admiralties, 
the Provincial States. You are all in all; 


and therefore we expect every thing from you 


alone. If nobody dares to contradict you in 


ſuch reſolves as are hurtful to the country, 


who could have dared to contradict you, had 
you in good earneſt reſolved that we ſhould 
arm ourſelves at ſea, repreſs the inſults of the 
Engliſh, protect our commerce, and make 
the country flouriſh ;—or being engaged in 
a war, as we are now, that we ſhould 
ſtrengthen ourſelves by that profitable and 
natural alliance with the enemies of our he- 
reditary enemy, with the Houſe of Bourbon, 
and with America? Who could have wiſhed 
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or dared to oppoſe you in ſuch patriotick at- 
tempts? That nothing of all this has been 
done; that we are engaged in a war, and 
cannot enjoy the advantages of neutrality and 
free navigation as the Ruſſians, Swedes, and 
Danes, who have armed themſelves, and have 
not been betrayed by their Sovereigns; that 
we are blocked up in our own harbour, whilſt 
many of our gallant countrymen at ſea, are 
hnnted down like a few lions by a hoſt of 
hunters ; that ſo many acceptable propoſals 
for arming ſhips have been rejected; that in 
theſe dangerous conjectures we are with- 
out allies; that we do not dare to join the 
powers of France and America, though this 
would be the only way for a ſpeedy and ho- 
nourable peace, and for the reſtoration of our 
commerce ; that to this very day the Ame- 
rican ambaſſador, as formerly the envoy of 
the parliament, cannot get an audience ; and 
that, accordingly, our country runs the riſk of 
being abſolutely.ruined by the Engliſh, and 
of incurring, if not the hatred and deteſta- 


tion, at leaſt the neglect of America, which 


will be but equitable reſtitution ; all this, 
Prince! is your work, is your glory. You 
will not have us allied with France and with 
America. 


[ 117 ] 
America. You alone ſtrive to prevent theſe 
alliances ; and this alone is a ſufficient proof 


that you have no good diſpoſition towards 
us. 


Now, that the war has not proceeded 
agreeably to your wiſhes; now, that your 
Engliſh and other friends and emiſſaries have 
not ſucceeded by means of their deluſive pub- 
lications, accuſations, libels, &c. &c. to 
blacken the Regency of Amſterdam in the 
minds of the people, or to change it in- 
tirely : as this is the caſe, you would now be 
glad to excuſe yourſelf, to make a ſhameful 
peace with England ; nay, if poſſible, to 
make a different experiment, you would 
bring about a war with France. But God, 
hope, will give our nation ſufficient pene- 
tration, not to ſuffer themſelves to be de- 
ceived any longer by you or by your party. 
[ alſo hope and expect, that our brave ſeamen 
will be better informed, by whom they were 
ſent to be butchered; and, if poſhble, cer- 
tainly ſhall be ſent again, rather than ſuffer 
themſelves to be duped, on a miſerable re- 
joicing day, with golden ſwords, ſabres and 
belts, 


You 
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You alone, Prince, are the cauſe, that the 
brave and experienced Zoutman was obliged 
to put to ſea with ſo ſmall a force, and that 
his ſquadron, according to all human proba. 
bility, muſt have fallen into the hands of 
the Engliſh. That this has not happened; 
that we have eſcaped becoming the object of 
ridicule to all nations; nay, even that our 
ancient glory begins to re-afſume its former 
luſtre; that the enemies ſhall fear us, and 
the neutral powers no longer deſpiſe us ; that 
a King of Denmark, and a Queen of Por- 
tugal, ſhall be made ſenſible that it would be 
dangerous to provoke us much longer, or to 
behave in an unfriendly manner to us ; that 
alliances with our Republick are again ſought 
for as in former times; for nothing of all 
tits are we beholden to you, Prince, nor to 
your management of affairs, but next to di- 
vine Providence, only to the heroes who 
fought on the 5th of Auguſt, who eſcaped 
the Engliſh priſons, (to which you had 
doomed them as well as Volbergen, Satink, 


Van Prooyen, and ſeveral others,) and ren- 


dered their country and their feilow-citizens 
all the above-mentioned ſervices, by means 


of an almoſt ſupernatural bravery and Hu- 
dence, 
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dence, joined to an uncommon knowledge 


of naval affairs —O ! William! do not lay 
the fault upon Providence ! Providence has 
been more favourable to us, during all this 
war, than you have ever been. Had you been 
in earneſt, would not you have ſent more 
men of war with the gallant Zoutman ?— 
would not you have given ſtanding and 
general orders to the Zealand ſhips ? (ſup- 
poſe that thoſe in the Maeze could not 
come out, which, however, deſerves to be 
inquired into) Were not there, at all events, 
a ſufficient number of ſhips, almoſt ready for 
ſea, in the Texel, which, by turning over 
the men, might have been inſtantly manned ? 
A few ſhips more would certainly have 
brought Parker's ſquadron and convoy into 
our harbours. The ſtanding general orders, 
which you have iſſued fince you ſaw that 
the patience of the nation is was worne out, 
that the current of fortune runs againſt the 
Engliſh, and that your ambitious plan of 
making yourſelf ſovereign begins to be 
diffolved : theſe very fame general orders, 
which you have lately given to the ſhips of 
Rotterdam, Frieſland, North-Holland and 
Zealand; and to the ſhips of Zealand, which 

the 


{ 120 


the ſtates of that province were unwilling to 
diſpatch to ſea—theſe very orders pronounce 
your ſentence! they give you an indelible 
ſtigma. You might, and you ought, to 
have iſſued them ſooner. This neglect would 
be unpardonable in any Prince, even were 
there no other complaint againſt him. What 
mult it be in you, whoſe conduct towards the 
country is blameable, is unpardonable in ſo 
many other reſpects, and whoſe cloſe con- 
nections with England, which may Provi- 
dence ſoon break, we all perfectly know. 


For what reaſon muſt the commiſſary of 
the port at Amſterdam be of an Engliſh fa- 
mily, and as it were a native of England! 
It is obſervable, and looks very ſuſpicious, 
that you ſhould have choſen an Engliſhman 
for a place of that importance ; and that, 
in ſpite of the government at Amſterdam, 
you ſhould have truſted a foreigner with the 
very gates and entrance of that city ; for the 
commiſſary of the port is of courſe poſſeſſed 
of the keys of the boom, Is it leſs obſerv- 
able and ſuſpicious, that you ſhould have taken 
into your own ſervice the coachmen of Yorke, 
- whoſe very name muſt be always deteſtable 
among 
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among us ? It proves, at leaſt, that you ate 
abſolutely indifferent about the opinion of 
the publick, and do not regard even the worſt 
appearances. 


Are not you always upon the look out for 
opportunities to wreſt from the magiſtrates 
and citizens the keys of their own cities? 
Is there a garriſon town which does not 


groan under the pride and deſpotiſm of your 


officers ? 


Is it not a publick violence, that when, by 
your own confeſſion, a gentleman from Dren- 
the ought to have been choſen, you ſhould, 
to the greateſt diſſatisfaction of the inhabi- 
tants, have forced upon the ſovereign pro- 
vince of Drenthe, our fellow- ſiſter, a gentle- 
man from Overyſſel, Baron Van H:/den, your 
favourite, to be their Droſſart? 

Can the inhabitants of the ſmaller towns 
in Geldern ſuffer any longer that you ſhould 
always ſend them, for Burgomaſters, ſome no- 
bleman, who, being a member of the no- 
bility, is plentifully provided for, and with- 
out even dwelling among them, or taking 
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any trouble in the government of their ci- 
ties, ſhould enjoy their emoluments, and 
leave the drudgery of the offices to his Fellow- 
burgomaſters? Is not the deſpotical govern- 
ment of your favourites, in the city of Frieſ- 
land, of the ſame character? Do you think 
that the Frieſlanders, who were always fond 
and tenacious of liberty, would have called 
your forefathers to ſuch a power over their 
Cities, if they had foreſeen that you ever 
would abuſe it in fo groſs a manner? The 
cities of Frieſland are really become your 
property, which you govern by your magi- 
ſtrates, as by your vice-roys. Your whole 
conduct, viewed connectedly, proves that 
you cloſely purſue the track of your an- 
ceſtors ; that you mean to ſeize every power, 
and to be all in all. Your creatures and tools 
have curtailed the military honours due to 
the States of a province: this we ſaw when 
you took your ſeſſion in Overyſſel; whilſt 
by your orders you take to yourſelves the 
royal ſtatute, even in the voting towns, and 
introduce daily ſome other innovation of that 
kind. After all this, is it uncharitable to 
ſuſpect that you aim at a greater power? 
That your old civil power does not fatisfy 
| your 
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your ambition? That you cannot reſt till 
you alſo wear a crown on your head, that 
you and your poſterity may not be any longer 
under the preſent neceflity of giving the 


higher rank to your royal brethren ? 


But what ſhall I fay of your private con- 
duct and manner of life? My intention was 
to ſpare you, at leaſt in that reſpect. But 


ſince you can ſuffer your hired chaplains and 


other preachers, to repreſent you to their 
congregations as a faint, who is in cloſe al- 
liance with his God, and as a patriot, who, 
with his counſellor the Duke, day and night, 
wakes and toils for his fellow-citizens, for 


the re-eſtabliſhment of publick felicity ; I 


cannot bear this impudence, nor be filent 


longer. Is not your manner of life, to the 
greateſt pain of your wiſe and virtuous con- 
ſort, abſolutely ſhameful ? Are not you daily 
ſeen in publick, drunk, an object of diſreſpect 
and deriſion? What is your paſtime at Loo? 
Sottiſh, childiſh, and ſometimes worſe. It is 
well known how much you reſpect the matri- 
monial tie: And this countrymen ! is the 
man, who is ſo intimate with his God, as they 
dare to proclaun him from the pulpit, in one 
R 2 | of 
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of our moſt populous towns, in the pre- 


tence of the great Almighty Wiſdom. O! 
countrymen ! conſider that clergymen are 
but men, men of the ſame nature with other 
men. Their ſtation . is reſpectable, and if 
their conduct anſwers to their dignity, it de- 
ſerves our higheſt eſteem. But they are 
men, and there are fortune-hunters amongſt 
them, as well as amongſt others. The 
Prince can alſo beſtow favours upon theſe 
perſons, upon their children, and upon their 
relations; and by ſo doing, can ſecure their 
encomiums. Guard, therefore, againſt them, 
whenever they talk to you from the pulpit, 
on the cauſes of our publick diſtreſſes. Do 
not blindly believe any body, but examine 
whether thoſe, that talk or prate to you falſ- 
hoods and abſurdities, are really independent 
people ; whether they are rewarded or hired, 


in order. to miſlead ou, and to miſrepreſent 


our affairs. Yet do not believe that I would 
bring the clergy in general into diſreſpect : 
no! I thank God, that in our days, there are 
amongſt - them many true and enlightened 
friends of their country; I wanted only to 
hint to you, that they are as weak as other 
men, and that you muſt never believe them 

leſs, 


E 

leſs, than in politicks, or the affairs of State. 
Politicks are out of their way. They have 
ſcarce ever had any leiſure or opportunity for 
ſtudying them, nor ought they ever to bring 
them into the pulpit, which is ſacred to the 
worſhip of God, not of men. But I return 
to my former ſubject. 


Your propoſition of March 10, 1779, for 
equipping between fifty and ſixty men of war, 
turned out a mockery of the publick, as 
ſoon as you propoſed that at the ſame time 
the land-troops ſhould, without any neceſ- 
ſity, and with the greateſt danger to the pub- 
lick liberty, be augmented to upwards of 
bo, ooo men; and the inhabitants of Amſter- 


dam found themſelves forced to give a nega- 


tive to both propoſitions, and to propoſe, that 
it would be rather adviſeable to purſue the 
reſolution of the laſt day of the year 1778, 
taken for the equipment of thirty-two fail ; 
which number of ſhips, had it been equipped 
in proper time, and rightly conducted by you, 
as Admiral. General, againſt the overbearing 
Engliſh, would have been more than ſuf- 
ficient to prevent the war. Is there any one 
of the Northern powers that has ſo many 

25 | ſhips 
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ſhips at ſea? And do not the Engliſh reſpe& 
them? The greateſt fleet that ever went to 
ſea, although abſolutely manned with heroes, 
cannot ſerve us againſt the Engliſh, as long 
as our firſt adimital is their friend. Whatever 
we may do, it cannot avail, it muſt be all in 
vain. 


Vour propoſitions for augmenting the navy, 
of which you ſpeak fo highly, and of which 
you vaunt fo much in the papers, were never 
meant ſeriouſly ; for had we ever ſo much 
augmented the army, we ſhould not have had 
more ſhips at ſea, becauſe they might have 
ferved againſt the Engliſh, and that would 
never have ferved your purpoſe. 


If the equipment and ſending, out of a 
fleet had been your intereſt, pray how comes 
it to paſs that the thirty-two ſhips, voted in 
April 1779, and the fifty-two, which in 
1780, were voted by the States, to be ready 
on this firſt of May, 1781, beſides thoſe that 
were already in commiſſion pray how comes 
it to paſs that they are not yet gone to ſea? 
Whoſe fault is it, William! but your's alone? 
Is not this notorious? Ye gallant failors, that 


Were 
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were ardent” to be ſent againſt the common, 
enemy, and whoſe ardour hath been repreſſed, 
ye can beſt tell that no fleet was wanted by 
our rulers to go to ſea, and that armaments 
went on ſlowly becauſe delay and deceit were 
intended. 


One word more, William! and then I. 
ſhall have done with you. Let us ſuppaſe, 
which, however, is far from being the caſe, 
that Amſterdam, and thofe members of the 
States-General, which agree with that city, 
had not hitherto conſented to the augmenta- 
tion of the army; yet I aſk you before God 
and this nation, whether that could have en- 
titled you, your inland provinces, and other 
dependents, to oppoſe, and to obſtruct, on 
your part, the recruiting for the navy? It 
was at all events evident, that no continental 
war, but a war at ſea was to be apprehended. 
I go farther. I will ſuppoſe, a war both by 
ſea and by land had been at our doors, and 
that Amſterdam and its faction, (for thus you 
are pleaſed to call them) had been refractory 
enough to arm only for ſea, and not for 
land- ſervice; pray how would then the rules 
of prudence, your oath, and your love of the 

country, 
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country, have directed you to act? Would 
you, on your part, have likewiſe oppoſed 
and obſtructed the ſea-armaments ? Surely 
no. 


If you were well-inclined towards the 
country, and if it was not in your power to 
provide equally for the ſea and the land- ſer- 
vice, you ought to have done at leaſt what it 
was in your power to do, and what the gal- 
lant De Witt did in fimilar circumſtances ; 
at leaſt you ought to have ſent a good fleet 
to ſea, and left the neglected army to the 
charge of thoſe who had neglected it. But 
you acted in a very different manner. 


Amſterdam has, in order to comply with 
you, more than once conſented to a moderate 
augmentation of 'the army, which was all 
that you pretended to deſire. But Amſter- 
dam defired, at the ſame time, that the ſame 
care and expence ſhould be applied towards 

the entirely neglected navy. Was there any 
thing unreaſonable in that propoſal ? 


Another queſtion. What are we to do 
with our land-troops ? Can we at the ſame 
. time, 


e. 


uld 
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time that we provide for the fleet, pay as 
many troops, as when our fortreſſes are 


properly garriſoned will be enow for the 


field? 


It would be madneſs to ſuppoſe it. The 
finances and the faculties of our republick 
do not allow it. What then are we to do in 
theſe circumſtances ? Simply this always to 
be upon a good footing, and in cloſe alliance, 
with France, the moſt powerful and the 
beſt inclined to us; and if we provoke them, 
as we have experienced more than once, the 
moſt dangerous, of our neighbours. To pay 
our army of thirty-ſix or forty thouſand men 
well, and to keep them in good order, that 
in caſe of neceſſity we may double their num- 
bers merely by recruiting them. And beſides, 
to make it our permanent rule always to have 
a good fleet ready, that whenever any powers 
are at war, which often happens, we may 
have it in our power to ſupport our neu- 
trality and free navigation, to prote& our 
trade, and to make the Republick flouriſh by 
its uninterrupted progreſs. This Prince! 
and this alone is the way, which you and 
your anceſtors ought always to have purſued. 
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Do not attempt any apology, Your ac- 
tions, and their tendency, are too viſible, and 
too well known. He that in any country 
has done every thing according to his own 
will, or caprice, is anſwerable for publick 
guilt, and cannot exculpate himſelf at the 
expence of others. The Duke has per- 
fectly fullfilled the end, for which your 
father engaged and hired him. He has al- 
ways laboured for the aggrandizement of 
the Stadtholder's power, and according- 


ly he has always laboured for you. You 


and your houſe have always been ſerved. 
He is, however, the leſs criminal. For what 
he has done amiſs to the nation, the nation 
is to blame, and ſuffers for it; for we muſt 
have been exceedingly imprudent and tame, 
to leave ſo great power in ſuch hands. 
Yet, that does not exculpate you, Prince 
William! and in you it would be diſhonour- 
able perfidy towards the Duke, your truſty 


adviſer and leader, on your road to ſovereign- 


ty, if in this his preſent dangerous ſituation 
you did not ſupport him with all your 
power, with the army of the ſtates ; that is, 
with your own army ; for who would or 


could any more ſerve you or your family, 
if 


1 

if it was not in your power to defend your 
ſervants or tools, againſt the attack of the 
patriots and to ſecure their indemnity ? 
We are in diſtreſs ; our trade is at a ſtand, 
and our labouring. men are ſtarving for no 
other reaſon, than that we have no feet, 
and that you alone ſhould and might have 
equipped one in time. 


I have exhibited to you, my dear country- 
men ! a faithful picture of our republick, 
from the earlieſt times to this preſent day. 
I have laid open to you the cauſes of our 
diſtreſſes. I have not concealed any thing 
from you, which it concerned you to know. 
I have, as far as the extent of this addreſs 
would allow me, endeavoured to make it 
perſpicuous to the moſt ſimple underſtand- 
ings; and even that will the more expoſe it 
to the rage of the Prince and his grandees, 
who do not like to ſee the lower people too 
wiſe and too well informed; nay, could 
they lay hold of me, they would treat 
me moſt unmercifully. | 


If therefore you ſhould ſee any placart or 


publication, in which this addreſs to you 
8 2 ſhall 
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ſhall be declared to be a malicious, ſeditious, 


ſcandalous, injurious libel, and a reward 


ſhall be offered to him or to thoſe, that 


will betray its author or printer, then con- 
ſider that ſuch advertiſements and rewards 
are the common refuges of men in power, 
who are averſe from having thoſe people ex- 


poſed to the day-light of truth, whoſe 


conduct will not bear examination. It is 
more eaſy indeed to uſe a writer of truth 
barbarouſly, than to prove him a liar. Re- 
member that the King of Spain declaring our 
forefathers to be rebels, ſet a price on the life 
of Prince William I. and orderedall the juſ- 
tifications, which that Prince and the States 
publiſhed in their defence, to be burnt by 
the hangman as infamous and ſeditious libels. 


Remember that the States of Overyſſel not 


longer than three years ago advertiſed Baron 
Van der Capellen, and ſtuck his name up in 
every pariſh as a har, impoſtor, and ſeducer 
of the publick ; though all the world ſees 
and knows, that the States are in the wrong 
and the Baron is in the right, and that, 
therefore all thoſe fine names are not ap- 
plicable to him but to thy States, 


Da 
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Do not therefore ſuffer yourſelves to be 


* 

4 ſtaggered in your reſolutions, when you hear 
t the Prince and his grandees make pompous 
- declarations of their innocence, and affection 
$ for your welfare, and be aware of attempts 
; to bring me into a bad repute with you on 
- account of this addreſs. Do not believe 


the grandees, and in particular do not be- 
lieve the Prince. Diſſimulation is their great 
art and qualification: they learn it from 


and rational part of the community ; examine 
whether things are as they are repreſented ; 
if they are, then do what you ought to do 
before it is too late. No time 1s to be loſt. 
We are on the brink of ruin, The citizens 


ſupported in their attempts. Amſterdam 
has ſhewn us the way. The cauſes of our 


enquiry is to be made into every citizen's 
conduct for fome years paſt, in conſequence 
of the publick and private orders that have 
N been given them. All the meaſures muſt 


- be examined, which have been taken, and 


which might and ought to have been taken, 
that we may ſee who are the traitors; who, 


Q n from 


their infancy. But aſk the more ſenſible 


of Amſterdam and other patriots muſt be 


diſtreſſes muſt be enquired into. A national 
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from fear or weakneſs have neglected their 
duty, and who on the contrary have acted 
with ſpirit, perſeverance, honour, and pro- 
bity, and are therefore deſerving of your con- 
fidence. Then proper and ſpeedy meaſures 
muſt be propoſed and executed. The Prince 
muſt not be ſuffered any longer to be left 
to himſelf or his Engliſh adviſers ; but a 
council of ſome men of honour and probity 
mult be given to his Highneſs. The remon- 
ſtrances and propoſitions of the city of Am- 
ſterdamare very good, and deſerve our warmeſt 
acknowledgements, but they will be ineffec- 
tual; the Prince will defeat them totally, 
unleſs the nation at large, the whole people 
of the Netherlands, and you, inhabitants of 
the province of Holland, put theſe falutary 
ideas into execution. 'The Prince, you re- 
member, is abſolute maſter in our republick ; 
the States of moſt of the provinces, the aſ- 
ſembly of the States General at the Hague, 
the privy-council of the States, and the ad- 
miralties are abſolutely dependent on Him. 
In Friefland alone, where the people have 
confiderable influence, and at Amſterdam, 
where he cannot chuſe the magiſtrates, he 
cannot effect his plans. You plainly perceive 

therefore, 
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ted therefore, that an enquiry into the ſtate of 
the nation, under the influence of the gran- 


ro- 
Mn. dees, depending on the Prince, would end 
1 juſt as the Prince would with it to ter- 


minate. 


You perceive likewiſe, that, even if the 
States of the different provinces ſhould agree 
on appointing a collateral council to the 
adminiſtration of the Stadtholder (which 
however the Prince will never ſuffer), the 
Prince will take care to have none but his 
own creatures elected for that council; and 
that no burgomaſters Femmink, Hoof? or 
Rindorp, no penſionaries Van Berkel or Gy- 
zelaar, none of the Barons Van der Capellen 
Totdenpol or Marſch, none of the Frieſland 
noblemen, ſuch as Aylva, Eyringa, Humalda, 
Beyma, ⸗Vielinga, Haren, or other ſuch pa- 
triots be admitted into it. 


Whatever may be done or propoſed for the 
ſalvation or preſervation of our almoſt irre- 
coverably ruined country muſt be propoſed, 
or done in vain, ſo long as you, my dear coun- 


ſhall remain idle ſpectators of our national 


Me deſtruction. Therefore, 
.. Aſſemble 


he tymen! you nations of the Netherlands! 
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Aſſemble in your towns and in your vil. 


lages. . Meet peaceably. Elect from amongſt 


yourſelves a moderate number of good, vir. 
tuous and pious men, good patriots, whom 
you may truſt, ſend theſe your delegates to 
the places of aſſembly of the States of your 


reſpective povinces; order them to meet 2s 


ſoon as poſſible, and to enquire, in the name 
and by the rights of this nation, together with 
the States of the other reſpective provinces, 
into the cauſes of that extraordinary flowneſi, 
which appears in our armaments againſt an 
active and dangerous enemy. Order them 
likewiſe, together with your reſpective pro- 
vincial States, forthwith to ele& a council 
for his Highneſs. Propoſe and execute ſuch 
meaſures as ſhall be found convenient and 
proper for the preſervation of our oppreſſed 
and afflicted country. 

Order your delegates to let you have from 
time to time an account of their proceedings 
in the publick papers. Take care of the 
liberty of the preſs, for that is the only 
ſupport of your national liberty. If we have 


no liberty to ſpeak freely to our fellow-citi- 


zens, or to give them timely advice, it will 


be 


as 
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be very eaſy for our oppreſſors to act their 
ſiniſter parts; and it is for that reaſon that 
thoſe, who cannot bear to hear their con- 
duct enquired into, are always exclaiming 
againſt the liberty of ſpeech and of the preſs, 


and could wiſh that nothing was printed or 


ſold without permiſſion, 


Arm yourſelves ; chuſe your commanders; 


follow the example of the people of Ame- 


rica, where not a ſingle drop of blood was 
ſhed, till the Engliſh gave the firſt blow. 
and act with prudence, wiſdom and mode- 
ration; and Jehovah, the God of liberty, 
who brought the Iſraelites out of their 
ſervitude and made them a free nation, wil! 
undoubtedly ſupport our good and righteous 
cauſe. 


FLY . 


I am, 
Ye People of the Netherlands, 
Dear Fellow-Citizens, 


Your faithful 


OSTEND, } 
Sep. 3, 1781. 


FELLOW-CITIZEN. 
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